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          VIRGINIA OPIOID ABATEMENT AUTHORITY 
   GRANTS COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

June 5, 2025 
12:00 pm 

Hotel 24 South 
24 S. Market Street, Staunton, VA 24401  

 

Youtube video: https://youtu.be/5Tjj3B1vSPM  
 

1. Call to Order, Establish Quorum Dr. Sarah Thomason, Chair 
Dr. Sarah Thomason, chair of the OAA Grants Committee, called this meeting to order. The following Grants 
Committee members were in attendance: Senator Todd Pillion (virtual – residence is more than 60 miles from meeting 
location), Mr. Mike Tillem, Mr. Timothy Spencer, Ms. Sharon Buckman, and Delegate Briana Sewell (virtual – residence 
is more than 60 miles from meeting location). We have a quorum. Ms. Debbie Ritter and Mr. Craig Markva are present.  
Anthony McDowell, Charlie Lintecum, Adam Rosatelli, James Schliessmann, Matthew Terrill, Cindy Newman, Kathleen 
Dupre, Jennifer Sawyer and Cara Moisan are present from the OAA.   
2. Approval of February 21, 2025, Minutes Dr. Sarah Thomason, Chair 
A motion was made, seconded, and voted unanimously to approve the February 21, 2025, minutes.  
3. Comments from the Executive Director 

a) Financial Considerations Related to Fiscal Year 2026 Grant 
Recommendations (Performance Period 2026 for City and County 
Grant Awards) and Future Year Budget Impacts 

Tony McDowell, Executive Director 

A presentation was given to the board and is attached to these minutes.  

4. Update from the Director of Operations  
a) Summary of Grant Applications from Cities and Counties and Staff 

Recommendations for Performance Period (PP) 2026 awards 
i. Individual Distribution Renewals 

ii. Individual Distribution New Applications 
iii. Cooperative Partnership Renewals 
iv. Cooperative Partnership New Applications 
v. Operation STOP! Applications 

Cecil “Charlie” Lintecum, 
Director of Operations 

Mr. Lintecum provided a summary of each of the amendments and applications listed on the agenda.  Mr. McDowell 
pointed out that sometimes there is a time lag in localities spending their funds as these projects are new and take 
time to get up and running.  It’s been a challenge for the OAA team to keep track of what funds have been spent in 
what fiscal year, etc.  There will be delays in the implementation of future projects as well due to carry-forward in 
addition to what’s being granted.  Senator Pillion asked if there is anything the Board can do to help localities expedite 
their processes, or if the complexity of the grants and the nature is part of the cause.  Mr. McDowell stated that some of 
it is due to the OAA’s strict requirements surrounding applications.  He mentioned that the OAA’s resource 
coordinators are a huge asset for the customer service piece on the local level to assist localities in putting together 
complete applications.  Mr. McDowell mentioned that Chesterfield is the fiscal agent for the first recovery high school.  
The General Assembly provided additional money to fund two more, one in Loudoun and one in Virginia Beach City.  
He mentioned that Waynesboro City, Staunton City and Augusta County are being proactive in using their cooperative 
funds to start their own recovery high school. He highlighted that localities and legislators may request money from 
the General Assembly for their own recovery high school programs, but receiving OAA funds does not affect the 
General Assembly’s allocation decision.  Senator Pillion asked if the Chesterfield Recovery Academy Outreach and 
Transportation project would be an ongoing budget request, or if they will be requesting funds from the General 
Assembly for ongoing operations, and Mr. Rosatelli confirmed they have expressed their desire to advocate for project 
funding via the legislature, however the OAA will recommend that they not invoke the OAA in such lobbying efforts. Mr. 
McDowell reminded the Board that Chairman Pillion tasked the staff with creating a special grant category to address 
the need in the community with the highest rate of opioid overdose deaths, and the OAA is very excited that the seven 
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eligible localities all applied for their Operation STOP! grants. One of the requirements for Operation STOP! is that the 
localities work with and join in periodic meetings with VCU Wright Center to assist in data gathering.  Dr. Thomason 
expressed her gratitude to the OAA staff for their work.  
5. Public Comment Period Dr. Sarah Thomason, Chair 
No public comment. 
6. New Business 

a) Consider a block of Individual Distribution and Cooperative 
Partnership awards to cities and counties for renewals, amendments, 
and/or new grant awards as recommended for approval by staff in 
Attachment A, for which no member of the Grants Committee has 
requested to abstain.  
 

b) Consider approval of specific Individual Distribution and Cooperative 
Partnership awards to cities and counties for renewals, amendments, 
and/or new grant awards as recommended for approval by staff in 
Attachment A, one by one or in specific groups, for which a member of 
the Grants Committee has requested to abstain. 

 
c) Consider approval of Operation STOP! awards to cities and counties 

as recommended for approval by staff in Attachment A.  
 

Dr. Sarah Thomason, Chair 
 

a) A motion was made, seconded, and unanimously approved.  
 

b) A motion was made, seconded and unanimously approved. 
• Mr. Spencer recused himself from the voting for a potential conflict of interest.   

                 A motion was made, seconded and unanimously approved. 
• Ms. Buckman recused herself from the voting for a potential conflict of interest.   

 
c)    A motion was made, seconded, and unanimously approved.  

 
Mr. McDowell thanked the team for their hard work and the Board for approval of procuring the grants portal system 
that has made this application cycle more successful.  The OAA has granted 99 million in awards as of this meeting.  
7. Adjourn Dr. Sarah Thomason, Chair 
Meeting adjourned at 1:40 PM. 

 



OAA Grants 
Committee 

Meeting
JUNE 5,  2025
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Agenda Item Number 1

Call to Order
Establish Quorum

Recognition of Guests

2



Agenda Item Number 2

Approval of Minutes from the
February 21, 2025, meeting

 of the Grants Committee 
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Agenda Item Number 3

Update from the 
Executive Director

Anthony E. “Tony” McDowell
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Overview of Financial Plan for Recommended 
Grant Awards to Cities and Counties 

OAA FY 2026 Individual Distribution/Gold 
Standard Approved Award Totals

Note: Totals exclude IDIC/GS match for Cooperative Project and Operation STOP! 
recommended grant awards. 

Region 1 
(Western)

16%

Region 2 
(Northern)

37%
Region 3 

(Southwest)
13%

Region 4 
(Central)

19%

Region 5 
(Eastern)

15%

Recommended  Award % of Total

Region 1 (Western) $723,137 17%
Region 2 (Northern) $1,606,003 37%
Region 3 (Southwest) $560,998 13%
Region 4 (Central) $815,084 19%
Region 5 (Eastern) $676,463 15%

Total (Statewide) $4,381,685 100%
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Overview of Financial Plan for Recommended 
Grant Awards to Cities and Counties 

FY 2026 Operation STOP! Recommended 
Award Amounts

 $-
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Newport News
City

Richmond City Petersburg City Chesapeake City Henrico County Norfolk City Portsmouth City

Operation STOP! Recommended Award IDIC Match Gold Standard Match

• A total of $3.52 
million recommended 
for six cities and one 
county. 

•Includes $159,950 in 
IDIC/GS matching 
funds. 

•All recommended for 
$500,000 except 
Newport News at 
$360,000. 
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Overview of Financial Plan for Recommended 
Grant Awards to Cities and Counties (cont’d)

FY 2026 Cooperative Project Awards and Regional Budget Summary

DBHDS Region Budget COOP Requested
COOP 

Recommended
Minus Unrestricted 

Recommended Amount Net COOP Recommended
% of Total (w/ 
Unrestricted) MOU %

Region 1 (Western) $3,497,796 $7,100,704 $7,362,624 $2,649,298 $4,713,326 30% 19%
Region 2 (Northern) $3,339,886 $708,206 $708,206 $0 $708,206 3% 18%
Region 3 (Southwest) $4,367,853 $12,111,415 $11,651,894 $4,449,498 $7,202,396 47% 24%
Region 4 (Central) $3,172,645 $2,908,488 $3,630,919 $0 $3,630,919 15% 17%
Region 5 (Eastern) $3,919,376 $1,147,954 $1,359,094 $0 $1,359,094 5% 21%
Total $18,297,556 $23,976,767 $24,712,737 $7,098,796 $17,613,941 100.0% 100.0%

FY 2026 Unrestricted, COOP Budget $20,667,977 $18,297,556
Balance Net of Recommended Use $13,569,181 $683,615

$4,713,326

$708,206

$7,202,396

$3,630,919
$1,359,094

$2,649,298

$4,449,498

Region 1 (Western) Region 2 (Northern) Region 3 (Southwest) Region 4 (Central) Region 5 (Eastern)

Net COOP Recommended Use of Unrestricted
Application Type Recommended Award % of Total

New $7,199,721 29%
Renewal $17,513,016 71%
Total $24,712,737 100%
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Overview of Financial Plan for Recommended 
Grant Awards to Cities and Counties (cont’d)

Distribution of All Recommended OAA Grant Awards by Region 
(COOP/Operation STOP!/IDIC/Gold Standard)

Region 1 (Western), 
$8,085,761

Region 2 (Northern), 
$2,314,209

Region 3 (Southwest), 
$12,212,892

Region 4 (Central), 
$6,605,953

Region 5 
(Eastern), 

$3,395,557

Recommended Awards % of Total

Region 1 (Western) $8,085,761 25%
Region 2 (Northern) $2,314,209 7%
Region 3 (Southwest) $12,212,892 37%
Region 4 (Central) $6,605,953 20%
Region 5 (Eastern) $3,395,557 10%

Total $32,614,372 100%



Agenda Item Number 4

Update from the 
Director of Operations
Cecil “Charlie” Lintecum
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Review of the 2024-2025
Application Cycle for 
Cities and Counties
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Summary of 2024-2025 Application Cycle

Applications Awarded 
December 6, 2024

• Individual Distribution
• Virginia Beach City (6)
• Warren County
• Lynchburg City

Applications Awarded 
February 21, 2025

• Individual Distribution:
• Orange County
• Albemarle County (2)
• Charlottesville City (3)

Applications for Consideration 
June 5, 2025

• Individual Distribution
• 41 Renewal
• 12 New Projects

• Cooperative Partnerships
• 37 Renewals
• 21 New Projects

• Operation STOP!
• 7 New Projects

11

Application period
 October 1, 2024 - April 1, 2025 Total Applications Received - 132



Applications Received by DBHDS Region
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Applications Received by DBHDS Region
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Region 1 (Western)
32%

Region 2 
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7%Region 3 
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15%
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24%

2024-2025 OAA City & County Application 
Percentages by DBHDS Region 



Applications Received by Year
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Application Cycles
2023 Initial - 47
2023-2024 - 126
2024-2025 – 160

333 Applications over 
26 months!

Individual
Distribution

Cooperative
Partnership

Special (Planning &
Operation STOP!) Gold Standard Total

2023 Initial 10 20 10 7 47
2023-2024 35 47 7 37 126
2024-2025 67 58 7 28 160
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 OAA Gold Standard Cities & Counties
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Alleghany 
County

Arlington 
County

Augusta 
County

Bedford 
County Bristol City Buena Vista 

City
Caroline 
County

Charlottesville 
City

Chesapeake 
City

Chesterfield 
County

Covington City Culpeper 
County Danville City Dickenson 

County
Dinwiddie 

County Fairfax County Floyd County Franklin 
County

Fredericksburg 
City Giles County

Gloucester 
County Hampton City Harrisonburg 

City
Henrico 
County Henry County Hopewell City James City 

County
King George 

County Lexington City Louisa County

Martinsville 
City

Mathews 
County

Montgomery 
County

Newport News 
City Norfolk City Orange 

County Page County Patrick County Petersburg 
City

Pittsylvania 
County

Powhatan 
County

Prince George 
County

Prince William 
County

Pulaski 
County Radford City Richmond City Roanoke City Roanoke 

County
Rockbridge 

County
Rockingham 

County

Russell County Smyth County Spotsylvania 
County

Stafford 
County Surry County Sussex County Tazewell 

County
Virginia Beach 

City
Warren 
County

Washington 
County

Williamsburg 
City

Winchester 
City Wise County Wythe County York County

65
Gold Standard Incentive Updates

June 2024 – 37
June 2025 – 65

Increase – 75.7% 
48.9% of all Cities & Counties 

Now Participating
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For All Awarded Projects
• Ensure subscribed and regularly reviewing the contents of the "Virginia Opioid Abatement Authority News Update" newsletter where 

OAA publishes pertinent information and requirements including dues dates, instructions, guidance, etc. that all applicants and 
awardees are required to follow. 

• New Projects
• Completed written agreement (MOU/contract) between fiscal agent and sub-recipients

• Renewals
• Carryforward – Encumber 80% of carryforward before FY26 funds transmitted
• Carryforward - Complete the OAA's Carryforward True-up Process 

For Cooperative Partnership Applications
• New Projects

• Complete an Operational Agreement amongst all partner cities and counties before funds transmitted
• Capital Projects – Complete Capital Costs Agreement (maintain approved use for 15 years) before FY26 funds transmitted
• Renewals

• Acknowledgment of cap for future year renewal amounts

Standard OAA Award Contingencies
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• Capital Projects – Complete Capital Costs agreement (maintain approved use for 15 years) before funds transmitted
• Amendments - Update Operational and/or written agreement w/ subrecipient to incorporate amendments before funds transmitted
• Documentation securing Non-OAA matching funds before OAA funds transmitted
• Provide finalized copy of Request for Proposals (RFP)
• OAA transmits 50% of award once all pre-transmission contingencies are complete and will transfer the other 50% once the fiscal 

agent is able to provide evidence that at least one-third of the project’s objectives/milestones have been met and related funds 
encumbered

• Certain Harm Reduction Projects - Fiscal agent and all partner cities and/or counties agree to abide by all state and federal laws 
including, but not limited to, Virginia Code §§ 18.2-265.1, 32.1-45.4, and 54.1-3466.  Also, that Drug Checking Services (DCS) will be 
performed solely for approved opioid abatement efforts and not for the benefit of drug dealers, drug sellers, or any other third parties.

• Provide a detailed yearly report related to actions of this project as an attachment to the project’s annual report
• Share project data with Virginia 2-1-1 and 9-8-8 once gathered and whenever updated. Evidence of the data sharing  will be an 

attachment to this project's OAA annual report.
• Award is for a 1-year pilot project and the performance of both the fiscal agent and the subrecipient will impact OAA's decision in 

renewing and/or potentially increasing funds for future years.
• OAA awarded funds and/or projects shall not be used for or connected to any legislative advocacy efforts throughout the 

Commonwealth. 
• Project was submitted to OAA with only 1 year of funding requested and while the project will be eligible to submit a renewal request 

(which can include carryforward), the project will be competing against all new projects for any additional funding. 

OAA Award Contingencies for Specific Grants



Summary of 
Individual Distribution 

Applications
AMENDMENTS AND/OR RENEWALS
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Individual 
Distribution

Amendments 
and/or 

Renewals
OAA’s Central Region

11 Renewals
Total Recommendations: 

$547,744

OAA’s Headquarters Region
5 Renewals

Total Recommendations: 
$534,549

19

Funding Recommendations - Individual Distribution Awards - 2026 Performance Period - RENEWALS 



Individual 
Distribution

Amendments 
and/or 

Renewals
OAA’s Eastern Region

11 Renewals
Total Recommendations: 

$1,193,800

OAA’s Northern Region
8 Renewals

Total Recommendations: 
$798,319

20

Funding Recommendations - Individual Distribution Awards - 2026 Performance Period - RENEWALS 



Individual 
Distribution

Amendments 
and/or 

Renewals
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Funding Recommendations - Individual Distribution Awards - 2026 Performance Period - RENEWALS 

OAA’s Western Region
6 Renewals

Total New Recommendations: 
$503,283

Total Individual Distributions
41 Renewals

Total New Recommendations:   
$3,577,695



Summary of 
Individual Distribution 

Applications
NEW PROJECTS
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Individual Distribution-New Projects

23

OAA Central Region
3 Applications

$107,039

OAA HQ Region
4 Applications

$627,886

OAA Northern Region
5 Applications

$1,545,525

Total Individual New
12 Applications
$2,280,450



Summary of
Cooperative Partnership 

Applications
AMENDMENTS AND/OR RENEWALS
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DBHDS AND OAA REGIONS

25

D B H D S  R E G I O NS
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Funding Recommendations Cooperative Partnership Awards - 2026 Performance Period - RENEWALS 

Cooperative 
Partnerships
Amendments 

and/or 
Renewals
DBHDS Region 1

11 Renewals
Total Recommendations: 

$7,701,090



Cooperative 
Partnerships
Amendments 

and/or 
Renewals
DBHDS Region 2

2 Renewals

Total Recommendations: 
$1,684,703

DBHDS Region 4
4 Renewals

Total Recommendations: 
$2,442,640
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Funding Recommendations Cooperative Partnership Awards - 2026 Performance Period - RENEWALS 



Cooperative 
Partnerships
Amendments 

and/or 
Renewals
DBHDS Region 3

12 Renewals
Total New Recommendations: 

$11,663,711
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Funding Recommendations Cooperative Partnership Awards - 2026 Performance Period - RENEWALS 



Cooperative 
Partnerships
Amendments 

and/or 
Renewals
DBHDS Region 5

8 Renewals
Total Recommendations: 

$5,498,595
Total Cooperative 

Partnerships
37 Renewals

Total Recommendations:   
$28,990,739
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Funding Recommendations Cooperative Partnership Awards - 2026 Performance Period - RENEWALS 



Summary of
Cooperative Partnership 

Applications
NEW PROJECTS

30
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Funding Recommendations Cooperative Partnership Awards - 2026 Performance Period – NEW 

DBHDS Region 1
3 New Projects

Total New Recommendations: 
$895,112

DBHDS Region 3
8 New Projects

Total New Recommendations: 
$3,581,745

Cooperative 
Partnerships

New 
Projects
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Funding Recommendations Cooperative Partnership Awards - 2026 Performance Period - NEW 

Cooperative 
Partnerships

New 
Projects

DBHDS Region 4
9 New Projects

Total New Recommendations: 
$4,992,430

DBHDS Region 5
1 New Projects

Total New Recommendations: 
$163,634
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Funding Recommendations Cooperative Partnership Awards - 2026 Performance Period - NEW 

Cooperative 
Partnerships

New 
Projects

Total Cooperative 
Partnerships

21 New Projects
Total New Recommendations:   

$9,632,921



Summary of
Operation STOP! 

Applications
NEW PROJECTS

34
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Funding Recommendations Operation STOP! Awards - 2026 Performance Period - NEW 

Operation STOP!
New 

Projects

All 7 Cities/Counties Eligible 
Applied for Projects to Help 

Address the Need in their 
Communities

Recommendations
Individual Match-$30,000

Gold Standard Match-$129,950
Operation STOP! (Unrestricted) 

$3,360,000

Total - $3,519,950



Next Steps

36

• Received Proposals for 43 Projects from 18 State Agencies
• Staff will be reviewing and working with the agencies to develop recommendations

• August 1, 2025, Grants Committee Meeting - Virtual

State Agency Proposals

• Award Packages
• Carryforward True-up
• FY2025 Annual Reports

City & County Grants

• To provide more time for both Cities and Counties to develop and submit applications and to provide more 
time for OAA Staff to properly review applications, the Application Cycle for Cities and Counties will be revised:
• Currently: April 1-October 1 each year
• Revised: August 15-March 15 each year

• This also better aligns with the revised schedule of Grant Committee Meetings

Updates to the City/County Application Cycle



Agenda Item Number 5

PUBLIC
COMMENT

Please keep individual comments to 3 minutes.

  Virtual attendees use the “hand raise” function in the meeting 
application. 

37



Agenda Item Number 6

New 
Business

38



New Business 
 
Item 6.a

Consider the block of Individual Distribution and Cooperative Partnership awards to cities and 
counties for renewals, amendments, and/or new grant awards as recommended for approval by staff 
in Attachment A, for which no member of the Grants Committee has requested to abstain.

DR A FT  M OT I O N :  A PPROV E T H E  BLOC K  OF  C I T Y  A N D COUN T Y  AWA R DS  FOR  
R EN EWA L S,  A M EN DM ENT S,  A ND/OR  N EW GR A N T  AWA R DS  R ECOM M EN DED FOR  
A PPROVAL BY  STA F F  A S  DES C R I BED I N  T H I S  PR ES EN TATI ON  A N D AT TACH M EN T A ,  
FOR  WH I C H  N O M EM BER  OF  T H E  COM M I T T EE H A S  R EQ UEST ED TO A BSTAIN .

39



New Business 
Item 6.b

D R A F T  M O T I O N :  A P P R O V E  T H E  B L O C K  O F  C I T Y  A N D  
C O U N T Y  R E Q U E S T S  F O R  R E N E W A L S ,  A M E N D M E N T S ,  
A N D / O R  N E W  G R A N T  A W A R D S  R E C O M M E N D E D  F O R  
A P P R O V A L  B Y  S T A F F ,  A S  D E S C R I B E D  I N  T H I S  
P R E S E N T A T I O N  A N D  A T T A C H M E N T  A ,  F O R  W H I C H  
T I M  S P E N C E R  H A S  R E Q U E S T E D  R E C U S A L .  

40

Consider approval of specific Individual Distribution and Cooperative 
Partnership awards to cities and counties for renewals, amendments, 
and/or new grant awards as recommended for approval by staff in 
Attachment A, one by one or in specific groups, for which a member of 
the Grants Committee has requested to abstain.

SPECIFIC GROUP FROM WHICH TIM SPENCER HAS 
RECUSED HIMSELF

Individual Distribution Awards
o Roanoke City - Certified Peer Recovery Specialists 
o Roanoke City -  Roanoke City Schools Teen Outreach Project

Cooperative Partnership Awards
o Roanoke City - Building & Expanding a Collaborative Regional 

Recovery Ecosystem (Partner Roanoke County)
o Roanoke City - Restoration Housing (Partner Roanoke 

County)
o Roanoke City - Four Truths Recovery Pregnant & Postpartum 

Women's Implementation/Expansion (Partner Roanoke 
County)

o Roanoke City - Navigator Care Specialists (Partner Roanoke 
County, Salem City)

o Roanoke City - Harm Reduction (Partner Roanoke County)

SPECIFIC GROUP FROM WHICH SHARON BUCKMAN 
HAS RECUSED HERSELF

Individual Distribution Awards
o Franklin County - Grace House PEARL Program 

Cooperative Partnership Awards
o Henry County - Piedmont Community Services Lighthouse 

Program

D R A F T  M O T I O N :  A P P R O V E  T H E  B L O C K  O F  C I T Y  A N D  
C O U N T Y  R E Q U E S T S  F O R  R E N E W A L S ,  A M E N D M E N T S ,  
A N D / O R  N E W  G R A N T  A W A R D S  R E C O M M E N D E D  F O R  
A P P R O V A L  B Y  S T A F F ,  A S  D E S C R I B E D  I N  T H I S  
P R E S E N T A T I O N  A N D  A T T A C H M E N T  A ,  F O R  W H I C H  
S H A R O N  B U C K M A N  H A S  R E Q U E S T E D  R E C U S A L .  



New Business 
 
Item 6.c

Consider approval of Operation STOP! awards to cities and counties as recommended for approval 
by staff in Attachment A.

DR A FT  M OT I O N :  A PPROV E T H E  BLOC K  OF  OPERATION STOP!  AWA R DS  TO T H E  C I T I ES  
A N D  CO UN T I ES  R ECOM M EN DED FOR  A PPROVAL BY  STA F F  A S  DES C R IBED I N  T H I S  
PR ES EN TAT ION  A N D AT TACH M EN T A ,  A N D FOR  WH I C H  N O M EM BER  OF  T H E  
COM M I T T EE  H A S  R EQ UEST ED TO A BSTA IN .

41



New Business 
 

Consider any other items of new business.

.

42



Grants Committee Member 
Comments and Discussion

43



Agenda Item Number 7

Motion 
To 

Adjourn

44
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