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VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MINUTES OF THE RESEARCH AND COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE
May 16, 2026, 9 A.M.

Virginia Museum of Natural History, Room 237 Conference Room A

Present at the meeting were Dr. Art Evans, Katherine McGuire, Dr. Hayden Bassett,
Ambria Wood, Dr. Kal lvanov, Ryan Barber, Dr. Joe Keiper, Jonathan Martin, and Ben
Williams. Committee members Dr. Carole Nash, Dr. David Furth, Dr. Melany Clark, and
Dr. Tom Benzing were absent and no quorum was provided.

Ben Williams called the meeting to order. Due to the lack of quorum, Williams tabled all
action items until the next committee meeting and called upon VMNH Assistant Curator
of Archaeology Dr. Hayden Bassett to address a recent conversation his department
has had with Carter Bank and Trust.

According to Dr. Bassett, the bank acquired a former plantation house to serve as their
new headquarters. On the same property is a detached kitchen dating back to the
1830s that has unfortunately fallen into disrepair. According to Dr. Bassett, leadership at
Carter Bank reached out to the VMNH archaeology department to inquire about what
steps could be taken to restore the kitchen facility or if VMNH would like to take
ownership of the facility as a donation.

Dr. Bassett said that unfortunately, the structure is far too damaged for restoration to be
feasible, and even stabilizing the ruins would be an expensive proposition. The costs to
stabilize the building are likely outside the scope of either VMNH’s budget or Carter
Bank’s.

However, Dr. Bassett said the archaeology department will be happy to provide any
technical assistance for grant writing if another local organization decides to take on the
project, such as the Fayette Area Historical Initiative.

Board of Trustees member Katherine McGuire asked if the kitchen has historical
significance. Dr. Bassett said it had immense historical significance locally, as the
plantation house was the main Hairston plantation. Many descendant communities
locally would likely identify with the property, he said, adding that the plantation house is
part of the National Register of Historic Places. Dr. Art Evans agreed with Dr. Bassett’s
assessment that offering technical support is the best approach.



Dr. Joe Keiper said that he wished to recommend Dr. Art Evans for the title of Senior
Fellow given his 25+ year association with VMNH. Evans, who concluded his second
and final term with the Board of Trustees at the May 16 meeting, is one of just four
people to be named a Senior Fellow at VMNH.

Keiper asked new board member Katherine McGuire to introduce herself, and McGuire
discussed her career and 30-year stint on Capitol Hill.

Ben Williams adjourned the meeting.



