
VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 
Board of Trustees Research and Collections Committee 

Saturday, November 14, 2026 
9 a.m. 

 

A G E N D A 

 

• Call to order 

• Roll call: Dr. Carole Nash, Dr. Tom Benzing, Dr. Melany Clark, Dr. David Furth, Katherine 

McGuire 

• Approval of minutes from the Aug.15, 2026 and Sept. 15, 2026 meetings of the Research and 

Collections Committee 

• Approval of acquisitions from July-Sept. 2026 (action item) 

• Recommendation to full board regarding changes to live animals policy 

• Recommendation to full board of Dr. Paul Sattler, Dr. Kevin Bezy, Dr. Ben Kligman, Dr. Keiko 

Meshida, and Jeff Carpenter as Research Associates 

• Recommendation to full board that the board ask the VMNH Foundation to examine current 

rates of overhead for grants 

• Other business 

• Adjourn 

 

 

The mission of the Virginia Museum of Natural History: 

To interpret Virginia’s natural heritage within a global context in ways that are relevant to all citizens 

of the Commonwealth. 



 

 

 
  

 VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
MINUTES OF THE RESEARCH AND COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE  

Aug 15, 2026, 9 A.M.  
Virginia Museum of Natural History, Room 237 Conference Room A  

  
 
 
 
Present at the meeting were Dr. Tom Benzing, Dr. Joe Keiper, Dr. Hayden Bassett, Dr. 
Jackson Roberts, Dr. Collin VanBuren, Jonathan Martin, Christine May, Elizabeth Carter 
Bailey, Ambria Wood, and Dr. Melinda VanDevelder. Committee members Dr. David 
Furth and Katherine McGuire attended via Zoom. Committee members Dr. Carole Nash 
and Dr. Melany Clark were absent. 
 
Dr. Tom Benzing called the meeting to order. Lacking a quorum, Benzing said that the 
committee would not be able to vote on any items and the meeting would instead be an 
informational session. The attendees then introduced themselves to each other.  
 
Dr. Tom Benzing asked if anyone could speak to the proposed changes to the 
museum’s live animal policy that were listed on the board agenda. Dr. Joe Keiper said 
that Administrator of Science Ben Williams would be the one to speak on the topic but 
he was not able to attend due to a tree blocking his driveway. Keiper added that the 
policy changes would be reintroduced at the next quarterly meeting. 
 
Dr. Tom Benzing said that the committee also recommends Research Associates for 
approval. While five Research Associates were on the agenda, these would also need 
to be tabled for a future meeting. Dr. Joe Keiper proposed that soon, a special online-
only Research and Collections Committee meeting be scheduled which would allow an 
online quorum.  
 
Dr. Jackson Roberts, the new VMNH Assistant Curator of Herpetology, introduced 
himself to the committee. 
 
Dr. Tom Benzing said that he had just attended the Facilities Committee meeting and 
that work is continuing at the museum’s Douglas Avenue facility to make it appropriate 
for collections storage.  
 
Dr. Hayden Bassett mentioned that for the past month, his department has been doing 
an archaeological survey on the Smith River and they are currently working on a 
“corduroy road” located in Stanleytown. This was the original wagon ford across the 



 

 

Smith River and is a submerged road made of logs and would prevent wagons from 
getting stuck in the mud. The Virginia Department of Historic Resources and the Virginia 
Department of Transportation have been working with Bassett and his crew on this site. 
Most of these corduroy roads do not survive, Bassett said, but this one had spent the 
last 200 or so years buried under eight feet of silt and was only recently exposed due to 
stormwater runoff.  
 
Dr. Tom Benzing adjourned the meeting.  
 



 

 

 
  

 VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
MINUTES OF THE RESEARCH AND COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE  

Sept. 15, 2026, 1 P.M.  
Online Zoom meeting 

  
 
 
 
Present at the meeting were Dr. Carole Nash, Dr. Tom Benzing, Dr. Melany Clark, Dr, 
David Furth, Katherine McGuire, Zach Ryder, and Ben Williams.  
 
Ben Williams called the meeting to order and asked the board to approve the minutes 
from the Nov. 15, 2025 and May 16, 2026 meetings of the committee. The minutes were 
approved unanimously. 
 
The next action item was two changes to the VMNH Live Animals Policy. Williams 
outlined the two changes. The first proposed change was the removal of text relating to 
the museum’s leaf cutter ant colony, as the museum no longer keeps leaf cutter ants 
following the colony's collapse. The second proposed change was regarding the care 
sheets for the live animals. Previously, board approval was required for any changes to 
the care sheets, but given how frequently these sheets change, staff asked that the 
committee recommend to the full board that board approval is no longer required for 
these changes. The action items regarding the changes to the live animals policy 
passed unanimously and the committee will recommend these changes to the board at 
its full meeting in November. 
 
The committee also considered five candidates who have applied to be VMNH 
Research Associates: Dr. Paul Sattler, Dr. Kevin Bezy, Dr. Ben Kligman, Dr. Keiko 
Meshida, and Jeff Carpenter. Katherine McGuire asked whether Research Associates 
incur any expenses for the museum and also asked whether the museum receives any 
of the overhead if a Research Associate has a grant disbursed through the VMNH 
Foundation. Williams said that Research Associates do not cause any expense for 
VMNH and that the Foundation generally receives a percentage of the overhead on 
Research Associate grants. The committee unanimously voted to recommend to the full 
board that the five Research Associate candidates be approved. 
 
Dr. Tom Benzing made a motion that the Research and Collections committee 
recommend to the full board that the board ask the VMNH Foundation to examine 
current rates of overhead for grants in order to make sure the Foundation isn’t being 
shortchanged. The motion passed unanimously. 



 

 

 
Ben Williams adjourned the meeting. 
 



 
 

VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 
RESEARCH AND COLLECTIONS ACTIVITIES 

 
Report to the Board of Trustees 

July-September 2026 
 
 

Kaloyan Ivanov, Ph.D. 
Associate Curator of Invertebrate Zoology 

 
Dr. Jackson Means 

Associate Curator of Myriapodology 
 

• Drs. Ivanov and Means, and colleagues published papers at Zoologia and 
Austral Ecology. 

• Drs. Ivanov and Means, and colleagues have a manuscript accepted at Spixiana. 
• Drs. Ivanov and Means, and colleagues have manuscripts in review at Zoologia, 

IBIS, and Austral Entomology. 
• Dr. Ivanov and colleagues have a manuscript in review at Zootaxa. 
• Dr. Ivanov provided training in insect identification and natural history to 

members of the Southwestern Piedmont Chapter of the Virginia Master 
Naturalists. 

• Drs. Ivanov and Means, and L. Hightower participated in VMNH’s Dino Festival 
and interacted with 2,500+ visitors. 

• Liberty Hightower and museum staff presented programs at Central Virginia 
Governor's School for Science and Technology. 

 
Research & Collections 
 
Drs. Ivanov and Means, Dr. R. S. Bouzan, Dr. A. D. Brescovit, Caroline T. Paranhos, 
Ricardo Cezar Ramos Nicolau (Instituto Butantan, Brazil), and Dr.  L. F. M. Iniesta 
(Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, Brazil) published a paper at Zoologia. The study 
reports the first record of the paradoxosomatid Helicorthomorpha holstii (Pocock, 1895) 
in Brazil, expanding the known distribution of this East Asian millipede to South 
America, and provides an updated list of the introduced millipedes of Brail. 
[Bouzan, R. S., A. D. Brescovit, J. C. Means, K. Ivanov, C. T. Paranhos, R. C. R. 
Nicolau, J. Romero-rincon, and L. F. M. Iniesta. Helicorthomorpha holstii (Pocock, 1895) 
(Polydesmida, Paradoxosomatidae): a new introduced millipede in Brazil and updated 
list of species. Zoologia 43: e25086] 
 
Drs. Ivanov, Means, Bouzan, Iniesta, Brescovit, Dr. R. A. Castro-Souza (Universidade 
Federal de Lavras, Brazil), and Ph.D. student M. D. Faustino-Magalhães (Instituto 
Butantan) published a paper at Austral Ecology. The work explores the sampling biases 
associated with the known distribution of the millipede order Spirostreptida in Brazil’s 
Atlantic Forest biome.  
[Iniesta, L. F. M., R. A. Castro-Souza, J. C. Means, K. Ivanov, A. D. Brescovit, M. D. 
Faustino-Magalhães, and R. S. Bouzan. Occurrence records of Brazilian Spirostreptida 
(Myriapoda: Diplopoda) in the Atlantic Forest are biased towards proximity to state 
highways and urban areas. Austral Ecology 51: e70288] 



 
 

 
Drs. Ivanov and Means, Bouzan, Brescovit, and Iniesta have a manuscript accepted at 
Spixiana. The work reports the first case of an adult female with fully developed 
gonopods (specialized male copulatory structures) in the millipede family 
Chelodesmidae. This rare morphological condition expands our understanding of 
intersexuality in millipedes and raises questions regarding developmental pathways and 
genetic regulation of sexual traits in the order Polydesmida. 
 
Drs. Ivanov, Means, Iniesta, Brescovit, Bouzan, and Castro-Souza have a manuscript in 
review at Zoologia. The work is the first global assesment of the distribution and 
sampling ignorance of cambalidean millipedes (Diplopoda: Spirostreptida: Cambalidea). 
By integrating species richness and ignorance metrics, the study identifies regions 
where collecting efforts, taxonomic revisions, and biodiversity inventories are most 
urgently needed. 
 
Drs. Ivanov, Means, Bouzan, Brescovit and Iniesta, Dr. Hevana S. Lima (Universidade 
Federal de Pernambuco, Brazil), and Dr. Ricardo Basini-Silva (Instituto Butantan, Brazil) 
have a manuscript in review at IBIS. The work is a comprehensive review of bird anting 
behaviors utilizing millipedes, a significant, yet understudied, resource for avian self-
anointing. 
 
Drs. Ivanov, Means, Bouza, Brescovit, Iniesta, and Dr.Dr. Rodrigo L. Ferreira 
(Universidade Federal de Lavras, Brazil) have a manuscript in review at Austral 
Entomology. The work focuses on testing the monophyly and tribal palcement of the 
Brazilian endemic millipede genus Rupidesmus (Diplopoda: Chelodesmidae). The study 
includes the description of two new cave-dwelling species from the state of Minas 
Gerais. 
 
Dr. Ivanov, Dr. C. Bartlett and student L. Hook (U Delaware), Dr. J. Leavengood 
(USDA- APHIS), and Dr. B. R. Garcete-Barrett (Museo Nacional de Historia Natural, 
Paraguay) have a manuscript in review at Zootaxa. The work is a revision of the South 
American planthopper genus Protachilus (Hemiptera: Fulgoridae) and includes the 
description of the previously unknown male of Protachilus rex Fennah, 1944, and two 
new species from Brazil, Ecuador, and Peru. 
 
Dr. Ivanov and colleague myrmecologists from various Florida and Georgia institutions 
are completing work on a manuscript focused on the non-native myrmecofauna of 
Florida. The study is a comprehensive account of all non-native ant taxa recorded from 
Florida, a global hotspot of introduced and invasive ants. 
 
Drs. Ivanov and Means, Dr. J. Pérez-Schultheiss (Museo Nacional de Historia Natural, 
Chile), and A. Parra-Gómez (Universidad Austral de Chile) are completing work on 
revising the South American millipede genus Monenchodesmus (Polydesmida: 
Dalodesmidae). The work includes the description of a new genus and species from 
Chile. 
 
Drs. Ivanov and Means updated annual departmental Aquisition Plans. 
 



 
 

Dr. Means processed (removed and sorted specimens for identification) 20 litter 
samples from recent collecting trips to Japan, Philippines, Vietnam, and the United 
States (North Carolina). 
 
Dr. Means identified and curated 19 specimens (millipedes and spiders) for VMNH’s 
molecular collection, with another 2,000+ specimens put aside for various taxonomic 
experts. 
 
Dr. Means curated and identified 11 specimens (millipedes and spiders) from a recent 
trip to Florida. 
 
Liberty Hightower prepared 941 ants and five non-ants from recent field work in Florida, 
Philippines, and Vietnam.. 
 
Dr. Ivanov and L. Hightower processed and curated 87 longhorn beetles (Coleoptera: 
Cerambycidae: Prionus) from a recently returned loan.  
 
Dr. Ivanov and Means responded to information request regarding VMNH holdings: 
Anthophylax hoffmani (Cerambycidae; longhorn beetles) (Lance Jessee, The Nature 
Center at Steele Creek Park, TN); Ormyridae (parasitoid wasps) and Ceroptres 
(Cynipidae; gall wasps) (Fig Eyres, U Nebraska-Lincoln, NE). 
 
Dr. Ivanov satisfied a loan request regarding VMNH’s invertebrate holdings: 33 pinned 
identified Scaphinotus (i) specimens (Carabidae, ground beetles) to Dr. James R. 
LaBonte (Oregon Department of Agriculture, retired). 
 
Dr. Means oversaw the acquisition of 348 lots of alcohol-preserved identified myriapods 
and 24 lots of alcohol-preserved bulk invertebrates donated to VMNH by Dr. D. Hennen 
(VA DCR). 
 
Education & Outreach 
 
Liberty Hightower and VMNH Education Manager Christy Deatherage presented bird 
displays at the Nature Expo at Smith Mountain Lake State Park, a partnership between 
the Virginia Master Naturalists Blue Ridge Foothills and Lakes Chapter and the Virginia 
Department of Conservation and Recreation.  The event was attended by 150 children 
and adults (July 11) 
 
Liberty Hightower and museum staff presented hands-on programming to participants 
from the Central Virginia Governor's School for Science and Technology on the campus 
of the University of Lynchburg. (July 16) 
 
Drs. Ivanov and Means, and L. Hightower participated in VMNH’s 16th annual Dino 
Festival which offered a variety of displays and activities that ranged from fossils and 
casts from the museum’s collections to animatronic dinosaurs, live animals, and a wide 
variety of dinosaur-themed children’s activities and crafts. The two-day event attracted 
4,229 children and adults, including 1,069 Museums for All visitors, from Virginia, North 
Carolina, and twelve additional states. (July 24-25) 
 



 
 

Drs. Ivanov and Means hosted a special event for museum members and patrons and 
outlined recent work and activities in the Department of Recent Invertebrates. The event 
was concluded with a tour of the Department’s laboratories and collections. (September 
24) 
 
Dr. Ivanov provided training in insect collecting, identification, and natural history to 
members of the Southwestern Piedmont Chapter of the Virginia Master Naturalists. 
VMNH is one of the seven sponsoring agencies of the Virginia Master Naturalists 
Program, which is designed to develop a group of well-trained volunteers to provide 
education, outreach, and services dedicated to the management of natural resources 
and natural areas for the Commonwealth of Virginia. (September 28) 
 
This quarter, Drs. Ivanov and Means, and L. Hightower gave tours of the museum’s labs 
and collections to visitors from Blacksburg, Richmond, and Henry County, VA, and PA. 
(July 14, 17, and September 9) 
 
Student intern Sara Wall (Virginia Wesleyan U) completed work in the Department of 
Recent Invertebrates in mid-August. While at VMNH, Sara assisted with various aspects 
(data capture, literature review, etc.) of the recently launched Millipedes of Virginia 
Project. 
 
Volunteer Lauren Apel continued work in the Department of Recent Invertebrates by 
processing new and backlogged litter and Malaise samples from North Carolina, 
Philippines, and Vietnam in support of various research projects. 
 
Exhibits 
 
Dr. Ivanov and museum staff continued participation in bi-weekly meetings and work on 
VMNH’s upcoming temporary exhibit “Wonders of Waterfowl.” 
 
Professional Service 
 
Drs. Ivanov and Means helped organize the sixth general meeting of the Virginia 
Natural History Society to be held at Averett University, Danville, VA on November 14.  
 
Dr. Means served as an editor for four manuscripts submitted to Banisteria. (completed 
July 8, September 23, 24, and 25) 
 
Dr. Means reviewed manuscripts for International Journal of Tropical Insect Science, 
Scientific Reports, Ecology and Evolution, and Zoosystema. (completed July 20, August 
7, and September 1, 22) 
 
Dr. Ivanov reviewed manuscripts for Entomological News, International Journal of 
Tropical Insect Science, and Midsouth Entomologist.  (completed July 9, 24, and August 
26) 
 
Dr. Ivanov copy edited four articles for Banisteria (Volume 61). (completed July 8, 
September 23, 24, and 25) 
 
 



 
 

Hayden Bassett, Ph.D. 
Assistant Curator of Archaeology 

 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The VMNH Archaeology Department is currently staffed by 5 personnel as of October 
2026. This includes the Department Curator, the VMNH Archaeologist, the two core 
staff of the Cultural Heritage Monitoring Lab and one Archaeology Lab technician. Over 
the past three months, Dr. Hayden Bassett focused the department’s efforts on 
publications, collections management, and fieldwork on the Smith River in Henry 
County, VA. 
 
Research and Collections 
 
The VMNH Archaeology Department continued collections organization efforts with the 
goal of enabling research in Virginia Archaeology. The lab coordinated volunteers to re-
bag and label artifact assemblage bags from several sites in Virginia with high research 
potential. This effort ensures that the VMNH is maximizing research potential with the 
Commonwealth’s collections by ensuring the long-term integrity of its archaeological 
contexts.  
 
In September, the Archaeology Department continued field work in Henry County, VA. 
This included the discovery and documentation of a “corduroy road,” which once served 
as one of the primary fords across the Smith River near Stanleytown, VA. The ford was 
made of parallel logs buried into the riverbank to create a stable roadbed for people, 
horses, and wagons crossing the river. To document the site, the VMNH Archaeology 
Department hosted two archaeologists from the Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources for a collaborative, no-cost interagency effort. This discovery and 
documentation effort received local and state-wide media attention. The VMNH 
completed 3D documentation of the ford using photogrammetry and are currently using 
the VMNH archaeology lab’s dendrochronology capabilities to date the logs used in the 
construction of the corduroy road. 
 
As a producer and curatorial repository of digital collections, the VMNH Archaeology 
Department has expanded its digital collection holdings by nearly 5,000 “objects” this 
quarter and anticipates further growth in digital collections with each new quarter. At the 
request of its research stakeholders, the new objects include expanded cultural heritage 
site locations for Texas, Washington state, and Nepal. The Archaeology Department’s 
CHML is using these data to assess impacts to cultural heritage from recent natural 
disasters. These digital objects in the VMNH’s collections have already been 
requested/accessed by multiple outside organizations. 
 
A part of Dr. Bassett’s research efforts this quarter were dedicated to continuing the 
leading role played by the VMNH’s Cultural Heritage Monitoring Lab (CHML) in 
response to the destruction of museums, archaeological sites, and other cultural 
heritage sites in Ukraine and Sudan. Since February 2022, the VMNH-CHML team has 
been monitoring over 28,000 cultural heritage sites in Ukraine, identified potential 
damage to 4,500 sites, and confirmed damage to 790. The VMNH team is also 



 
 

monitoring Sudan’s museums, religious sites, and archaeological sites in the areas 
impacted by the ongoing civil war. In October, VMNH’s CHML Senior Analyst presented 
at the US Department of State headquarters in Washington, D.C., on how the lab uses 
satellite technology to monitor cultural heritage in conflict. 
 
Publications 
 
In October, Dr. Bassett and his team’s manuscript, “Riverine Settlement and Aquatic 
Resource Use in Late Woodland Virginia” passed peer-review and was for accepted 
publication in the journal American Antiquity. The journal American Antiquity is 
considered the flagship journal of North American archaeology.  
 
Peer-Reviewed Publication this Quarter (VMNH Archaeology authors in bold): 
Bassett, H., Gunter-Bassett, M., Barber, M. B., Lawrence, A., Ross, M. (2026, in 

press). “Riverine Settlement and Aquatic Resource Use in Late Woodland Virginia.” 
American Antiquity. DOI: 10.1017/aaq.2026.10259. 

 
Additionally, VMNH’s CHML team published two open access reports this quarter 
through the Smithsonian Institution. As of October 2026, the total readership of the 
VMNH’s Archaeology Departments publications from the past 36 months is 72,774 
reads and 11,418 downloads.  
 
Published Reports this Quarter (VMNH Archaeology authors in bold): 
Maher, A., Ragland, R., Fitzgerald, K., Bassett, H., Welsh, W., Carroll, C., Averyt, K. 

and Hanson, K. (2026). "Hurricane Damage to Cultural Heritage Sites in Jamaica,” 
Virginia Museum of Natural History, Cultural Heritage Monitoring Lab; Smithsonian 
Institution, Museum Conservation Institute—Smithsonian Cultural Rescue Initiative. 
DOI: 10.25573/data.34439778 

 
Hanson, K., Meharry, J. E., Ievseieva, L., Shchurko, I., Pohranychnyi, M., Rozhko, V., 

Zadorozhna, M., Kovalova, P., Cil, D., Fitzgerald, K., Aronson, J., Bassett, H., 
Averyt, K., Kane, K. E., Gunter-Bassett, M., Welsh, W., Maher, A., Muller, C. E., 
and Daniels, B. I. (2026). “Site Report: Damage to Bernardine Monastery Ensemble 
in the Historic Center of Lviv, Ukraine,” Ukrainian Heritage Monitoring Lab; Virginia 
Museum of Natural History, Cultural Heritage Monitoring Lab; University of 
Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, Penn Cultural Heritage 
Center; University of Maryland, Center for International Development and Conflict 
Management; and Smithsonian Institution, Museum Conservation Institute–
Smithsonian Cultural Rescue Initiative. DOI: 10.25573/data.33070292 

 
Education and Outreach 
Museum Exhibits / Services / Outreach: 
Between August and October, the VMNH Archaeology lab provided sustained support 
to in-house exhibits. This included the acquisition of reproduction fishing hooks, 
cordage, and nets used by Virginia’s First Peoples for the current waterways exhibit. 
Additionally, Dr. Bassett is currently serving on the team assisting the VMNH Exhibits 
Manager with the 2027 Virginia waterfowl exhibit.   
 
In late August, the CHML completed a semester-long internship experience with a high 
school student. The high schooler spent the semester working with satellite imagery to 



 
 

assess damage to cultural heritage properties on the island of Jamaica from Hurricane 
Melissa (Cat. 5). The capstone project of the internship was the opportunity to serve as 
an author on the published report for this assessment (see publications section above).    
 
In September, Dr. Bassett presented a paper on Late Woodland fishing and riverine 
settlement in Virginia at the Archaeological Society of Virginia’s annual conference in 
Richmond. The conference was one of the largest in recent years for the organization. 
In October, the VMNH Archaeology Lab assisted a local community member with a 
request for dendrochronology, or tree-ring dating, of a local log. The large red oak log in 
question came from a building in Martinsville constructed in 1924, and the community 
member wanted to know the age of the tree. This request allowed the VMNH 
archaeology lab to opportunistically use its in-house dendrochronology capabilities to 
process the tree ring data and reveal the local climate record from the 1700s-1800s. 
After processing, the log revealed tree rings extending back to 1763. This record was 
subsequently used by the VMNH archaeology team to refine their local tree-ring / 
climate signature for this time period, which will facilitate better dating of historic 
structures in our region.  
 
Professional Service: 
In September, Dr. Bassett was asked to join the publications committee of the 
Archaeological Society of Virginia. Additionally, he continued his appointment as a 
Fellow of The Explorers Club. In October, Dr. Bassett was re-appointed as an affiliated 
faculty member in William & Mary’s Department of Anthropology for a three-year term.  
This quarter, Dr. Hayden Bassett and VMNH staff archaeologist Dr. Madeleine Gunter 
Bassett continued to fulfill their duties in the Archaeological Society of Virginia (ASV) 
and Council for Virginia Archaeologists (CoVA). This included participating in the annual 
ASV and CoVA meetings in Richmond. In their roles on committees in these 
organizations, VMNH Archaeology staff provide direction, technical review, grant 
approvals, among other tasks for state-wide archaeological research for the foreseeable 
future.  
  



 
 

Adam Pritchard, Ph.D. 
Assistant Curator of Paleontology 

 
 

 
• Dr. Pritchard and paleontology technician Lucy Treado led a field trip to the 

Carmel Church Quarry in early August of 2026. The trip served students from the 
College of William & Mary and Virginia Tech, amateur paleontologists from 
Ashland, and volunteers from northern Virginia. Specimens recovered included 
the posterior portion of a whale skull, a series of dolphin vertebrae, and the 
largest megalodon shark tooth ever found at CCQ. 

• Dr. Pritchard, paleontology research associate Joshua Safley, and exhibits 
manager Lila Dougherty collaborated and installed an exhibit on the 3D modeling 
and natural history of the Triassic long-necked reptile Tanytrachelos, a species 
represented by hundreds of fossils from southeast Virginia. Part of a program 
funded by the Luck Companies Foundation and the VMNH Foundation, the 
exhibit is permanently installed in the Hall of Ancient Life.  

• In collaboration with Dr. Noel Boaz and a team from Virginia Commonwealth 
Universitiy and the Cincinnati Museum Center, Dr. Pritchard submitted a 
manuscript to the Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society on the 
natural history of a mastodon skeleton that was likely recovered during the early 
nineteenth century from northern Kentucky and then researched by Thomas 
Jefferson. 
 
 

Research & Collections 
 
Dr. Pritchard has one paper in press and has a second paper in review: 

• An analysis of VMNH reptile skull bones from Fraser sites in the United Kingdom 
that represent a new taxon of small carnivorous reptile in revision for Earth & 
Environmental Science Transactions, led by Dr. Sterling Nesbitt of Virginia Tech. 

• A review and taphonomic study on VMNH mastodon material that was likely part 
of the collections of Thomas Jefferson. The study was led by Dr. Noel Boaz and 
is in review with the Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society. 

 
Dr. Pritchard had three abstracts accepted for presentation at the Society of Vertebrate 
Paleontology Annual Meeting in Cleveland, OH in November 2026. One is primary-
authored and two are co-authored. 
 
Dr. Pritchard and paleontology technician Lucy Treado led a field trip to the Carmel 
Church Quarry for a week in early August of 2026. The trip recovered the final portions 
of a skull of a baleen whale (“Wade”) from the St. Marys Formation that had been 
discovered in 2017 by Alex Hastings and his teams. Other discoveries from the site 
included a small dolphin vertebral series and the largest megalodon shark tooth ever 
found at the site. 
 
In ongoing projects, Dr. Pritchard: 

• Continued work on 3D modeling databases and manuscript submission plants for 
work on a Triassic digging reptile paper. 



 
 

• Began writing a descriptive manuscript on a collection of crocodylian fossils from 
the Cretaceous Period of Madagascar, a collaborative project with 
paleontologists from Stony Brook University, the National Museum of Natural 
History, and the Universite d’Antananarivo. 

• Discussed and transferred information with a collaborative team working on 
resolving taxonomy in Triassic long-necked reptiles from the eastern United 
States. 

• Revised and reviewed a student-led manuscript on the tail anatomy of the long-
necked reptile Tanytrachelos. 

 
Dr. Pritchard developed the collections in several targeted ways: 

• Dr. Pritchard accepted a donation of fossils, casts, and sculptures from the 
Jeremiah family of Roanoke, Virginia. 

 
Dr. Pritchard worked with several scientific workers and private citizens seeking to use 
VMNH collections in their work, providing collections information to two researchers. 
 
 
Education & Outreach 
 
Dr. Pritchard oversaw a month-long internship for an undergraduate geology student 
(Sam Shuffleton) from the University of Mary Washington. Funded by a grant from Mary 
Washington, the student who  documented, photographed, and cataloged over 150 
vertebrae from the giant marine snake Paleophis. She then participated as a presenter 
at the 2026 Dinosaur Festival and as a co-instructor at the VMNH paleontology course 
for the Lynchburg Governor’s School. 
 
Dr. Pritchard, research associate Joshua Safley, and exhibits manager Lila Dougherty 
completed and installed a permanent exhibit on the Triassic long-necked reptile 
Tanytrachelos in the Hall of Ancient Life. The exhibit presents a 3D skeleton of 
Tanytrachelos and a guide to the process of CT scanning and modeling. 
 
Dr. Pritchard and technician Lucy Treado presented Virginian dinosaur footprint 
specimens together with comparable dinosaur bones from collections bones from 
Wyoming. VMNH specimens were also presented as part of outdoor public talks by Dr. 
Pritchard; a student table on Wyoming dinosaur digs led by students from the University 
of Lynchburg, the College of William & Mary, and Appalachian State University; and a 
table on Triassic reptiles led by research associate Joshua Safley. Over 3900 attendees 
were served by Dinosaur Festival 2026. 
 
Dr. Pritchard and paleontology intern Sam Shuffleton from the University Mary 
Washington led three sessions of a fossil shark tooth identification program for the 
Lynchburg Governor’s School in July 2026. The program served over 50 students. 
 
Dr. Pritchard provided collections and lab tours for two fossil donors from Roanoke, VA; 
a homeschool group from the VMNH education programs; over twenty members of the 
VMNH Foundation and Trustees boards during an event celebrating Petra the cave cat 
specimen; and an online group of families at the Fairfax County Public Library. 
 
Dr. Pritchard provided 6 identifications and information on fossils for private citizens. 



 
 

 
Dr. Pritchard was interviewed for the “Prehistoric Life” podcast series. 
 
Grants & Funding 
 
Dr. Pritchard was compensated for his educational programming for the University of 
Lynchburg Governor’s School, further supporting the paleontology lab. 
 
Dr. Pritchard coordinated with Deputy Director Ryan Barber to use $10,000 from the 
Hermes Fund in support of the Petra exhibit to fund research associate Joshua Safley 
to 3D scan and model the skeleton of Petra for the exhibit and outreach purposes. Mr. 
Safley will begin his work in Q4 2026. 
 
Professional Service 
 
Dr. Pritchard reviewed an article for Scientific Advances. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

Jackson Roberts, Ph.D. 
Assistant Curator of Herpetology 

 
• Dr. Roberts successfully obtained VDWR collection and salvage permits for 

Virginia.  
• Dr. Roberts successfully obtained a collection permit for the Eastern Copperhead 

and Northern Cottonmouth from Charleston, SC.  
• After a three-day field expedition, he and Dr. Ed Myers (California Academy of 

Sciences) collected two Cottonmouths and one Copperhead.  
o These snakes will be used to generate the first annotated genomes of 

their species, and to the highest quality achievable with genome 
sequencing (Telomere-To-Telomere; T2T) 

• While in South Carolina, Dr. Roberts gave an invited presentation about museum 
careers to a middle school in Beaufort, SC. 

• Dr. Roberts submitted a Franklin Research Grant proposal through the American 
Philosophical Society for a proposed $7,000 to cover most of the Copperhead 
Genome costs. 

• Dr. Roberts continued as a committee member for the Wonders of Waterfowl 
exhibit at the VMNH. 

• Dr. Roberts attended the Virginia Herpetological Society’s meeting and was 
voted in as Vice-President. 

 
Research & Collections 
 
Dr. Roberts has been collecting and growing the VMNH herpetology collections since 
his approval for a VDWR herpetology collection permit. Since the summer, he has 
collected 21 specimens, all include physical specimens and genomics-quality tissue 
subsamples. 
 
For his ongoing Eastern Copperhead genomics project, Dr. Roberts acquired a 
collection permit for South Carolina, specifically Charleston County. Charleston is a 
critical locality in the systematic assessment of Copperheads because it represents the 
type locality for the original specimen used by Linnaeus to describe the species. 
Charleston is also the type locality for the sister group of the Copperhead, the 
Cottonmouth. The first week of October, with collection permit in hand, Dr. Roberts and 
collaborator Dr. Ed Myers (California Academy of Sciences) went to Charleston and 
surveyed the historical property of the Drayton Hall Charleston South Carolina 
Lowcountry Plantation. After three 100% humidity days in the lowland hardwoods, Drs. 
Roberts and Myers found and collected two cottonmouths and one copperhead. These 
animals were tissued for whole genome sequencing. The genomes that will be 
sequenced will be T2T (Telomere-To-Telomere) genomes, the same genome quality 
that the current human genome draft is annotated.  
 
The number Dr. Roberts is trying to reach is $8,000 per species, thus $16,000 total. To 
help reach the $8,000 needed for the Copperhead T2T, Dr. Roberts submitted a 
Franklin Research Grant proposal to the American Philosophical Society for $7,000 
(maximum amount allowed). 
 
Exhibits 

https://draytonhall.org/
https://draytonhall.org/


 
 

 
Dr. Roberts continued working with Lila on the bird exhibit, now titled Wonders of 
Waterfowl. The committee is making progress on the exhibits theme and design for the 
January opening.  
 
Education & Outreach 
 
Dr. Roberts curated and worked at the VMNH Herpetology table at the 2026 Bones and 
Booz Festival (24 October). His table focused on the function of venom, the three 
venomous snakes of Virginia, and how these snakes differ in home range, venom 
toxicity, and abundance in the state. 
 
Dr. Roberts led three behind-the-scenes lab tours of the herpetology division this 
quarter. These tours comprise roughly 22 people. Specifically, tours were given to the 
VMNH paleontological collections manager and her two friends, the herpetologist Dr. 
Tara Pelletier (Radford University) and her family, and the Smith Mountain Lake Yacht 
Club. 
 
Dr. Roberts gave a presentation via Zoom to the International Rotary Club titled, “Do we 
still need snakes in jars? A case study using the venomous Eastern Copperhead of the 
US.” The presentation was attended by members from all over the world, including 
countries such as the United Kingdom, Australia, and India. 
 
Dr. Roberts gave a two-hour interview to a local Fox News affiliate (WFXR) about the 
herpetology collections, why the VMNH has them, and what research is being done 
here.  
 
While conducting fieldwork in Charleston, SC, Dr. Roberts gave an invited presentation 
about museum careers, and alternate strategies for becoming a scientist. This 
presentation was given to the middle schoolers of Bolden Elementary and Middle 
School in Beaufort, South Carolina. 
 
Dr. Roberts answered one public inquiry about an urgent snake identification question 
emailed to the VMNH public email.  
 
On 10 November, Dr. Roberts will give an outreach talk titled, “These snakes work for 
you: natural history collections and their position in the public trust” in Waynesboro, VA, 
as a part of the Waynesboro Theatre’s Science Talk Series.  
 
Professional Service and Mentorship 
 
Dr. Roberts attended the Virginia Herpetological Society’s meeting in Richmond, VA on 
17 October. Although his first meeting, Dr. Roberts was voted in as Vice-President to 
quickly learn the regulations and proceedings of the society.  
 
Dr. Roberts continued the mentorship of his two remaining students in Kansas, Dawson 
Kosmicki (MSc student at Fort Hays State University) and Amelia Coykendall 
(Undergraduate at FHSU). He supported his undergraduate student, Amelia, through 
her first grant proposal through the successful submission of a 2026 NSF Graduate 



 
 

Research Fellowship application. If her proposal is funded, she will be starting a PhD 
with Dr. Frank Burbrink at the American Museum of Natural History.  
 
In addition, Dr. Roberts is serving on the graduate committees of two mammal-focused 
MSc students at FHSU (Cody Christian and Henry Hein; Dr. Lorelei Patrick’s lab). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

Collin VanBuren, Ph.D. 
Visiting Scholar 

 
• Dr. VanBuren had three papers accepted for publication this quarter 
• Dr. VanBuren attended two conferences where he presented a workshop and 

participated in a panel for the Southeast Beaver Alliance 
• Dr. VanBuren mentored a summer intern from Longwood University who is now 

applying for graduate school 
 
Research & Collections 
 
Dr. VanBuren and colleagues had three papers accepted this quarter: 

• van Rees, VanBuren, et al. 2026. Eight recommendations to enhance 
biodiversity outcomes of nature-based solutions at multiple scales. Journal of 
Environmental Management. 414:130518 

• Stevenson, VanBuren et al. Accepted. Changes in pollinator resources over time 
in a high-elevation rangeland under interacting drought stress and variable 
livestock grazing. Rangeland Ecology & Management. 109:84-99 

• VanBuren and Alroy. 2026. Range maps and occurrence data support different 
biogeographical hypotheses about Australian amphibians. Global Ecology & 
Biogeography. 35(9):e70299. 

 
Dr. VanBuren has another paper in review with VMNH colleagues M. Boyd and Dr. H. 
Bassett with Northeastern Naturalist, titled “Observations of beaver (Castor canadensis) 
foraging on autumn olive (Elaeagnus umbellate) in southern Virginia.  
 
Dr. VanBuren assisted in acquiring the personal collection of Dr. Don Linzey (with M. 
Boyd, J. Roberts, and J. Keiper) to add to the VMNH collections. 
 
Dr. VanBuren attended the annual Ecological Forecasting Initiative Conference in 
Toronto, ON and participated in a workshop for an ongoing review of decision support 
research in natural resources management 
 
Dr. VanBuren attended the biennial BeaverCon and spoke on a panel with other 
members of the Southeast Beaver Alliance 
 
Dr. VanBuren acquired permits to conduct fieldwork in Guilford County, NC to continue 
research beaver foraging preference.  
 
 
Education & Outreach 
 
Dr. VanBuren mentored an undergraduate summer research intern (Matthias Borneff, 
Longwood University) for six weeks involving fieldwork, statistical coding training, and 
exposure to social dimensions of conservation. 
 
Dr. VanBuren staffed an outreach table at Dino Fest on fossil thyreophoran footprints 
found in Virginia  
 



 
 

Dr. VanBuren designed and delivered a workshop at BeaverCon with two student 
colleagues (K. Kirksey and A. Connaughton) on “Improving outcomes for young people 
in beaver restoration and management programs: Applying Positive Youth 
Development” 
 
Dr. VanBuren joined the committee working to design the upcoming “Wonders of 
Waterfowl” in-house temporary exhibit.  
 
Professional Service 
 
Dr. VanBuren continues to participate in the “nutria task force” monthly calls with state 
and federal wildlife managers, and in his role as Strategy Planning and Implementation 
Chair of the Southeast Beaver Alliance (SEBA) 
 
  



 
 

Vertebrate Zoology 
Marshall Boyd, Research Technician 

 
 

Research & Collections  
 
Research & Collections  
 
Field work 
 
M. Boyd, C. VanBuren, and H. Bassett have continued documenting beaver activity 
across areas surrounding about a 1-2 hour radius of Martinsville including site visits, 
trail camera documentation and dendrochronology specimen acquisition. Anticipation of 
intern involvement for continued data collection and hopeful publication of this activity 
will continue throughout 2026. More sites with active beavers and the presence of 
Autumn Olive have been documented and are planned to be visited in the next quarter 
stretching to the surrounding counties. M. Boyd and C. VanBuren hosted an internship 
for Mattias Borneff to work alongside the VMNH on the Autumn Olive documentation. 
 
M. Boyd and J. Roberts collected snake specimens under new permits to begin a more 
active collection of Virginia native species of snakes especially within the immediate 
surrounding areas to the VMNH. 
 
Ongoing research  
 
M. Boyd continues to collaborate with Dr. VanBuren on beaver and autumn olive 
research along with coordination of the developing Smith River project including Dr. 
Bassett. The project has reported on fauna found in or around the Smith River using 
camera traps with more technology and coordination on survey methods in the coming 
quarter. This project will include intern work, active collaboration with Fairy Stone State 
Park, Philpott Dam, and Dan River Basin Association (DRBA). 
 
M. Boyd assisted J. Roberts in the tissue extraction and preservation of Virginia native 
snake specimens for the continued expansion of the VMNH herpetology tissue 
collection. Roberts is anticipating extraction and sequencing of several species as part 
of his research program. 
 
Professional Development 
 
M. Boyd along with several other staff traveled to Washington, D.C. to attend a bird 
specimen preparation workshop led by Smithsonian staff where dry bird specimens 
were the main focus of learning techniques but also included a rundown of fluid bird 
specimen preparation and several collections tours both downtown and at the satellite 
facility Museum Support Center (MSC). 
 
M. Boyd worked alongside Dr. Paul Sattler, as a research associate of the VMNH, to 
identify the backlog of salamanders within the VMNH collections. Dr. Sattler’s expertise 
in salamander identification is an essential asset to the collections and will allow 



 
 

specimens to be added to the VMNH collections database and therefore the research 
collection itself. 
 
M. Boyd along with Dr. Jackson Means continued hosting a paid intern Majestic Utt 
funded through one of the VMNH endowment programs. Majestic will be working part-
time for several weeks on collections based projects determined by Boyd and Means 
per schedule allowance. 
 
M. Boyd, along with several members of staff within the VMNH, began meetings for the 
development of the Wonders of Waterfowl exhibit set to open in January 2027. 
 
Collections Growth, Management and Use 
 
M. Boyd along with H. Cartmell, C. VanBuren, and L. Hightower have continued to have 
volunteers working on collections either through Virginia Master Naturalist or more 
generalized volunteers who apply through the programs at the VMNH.  
 
M. Boyd and J. Harris have continued to coordinate with Margaret Harden for the 
digitization of the VMNH nest and egg collection. M. Harden is documenting all the 
information of the ledger catalog that is associated with that collection into a digital 
spreadsheet. This ongoing project, when finished, will contribute towards the recuration 
of the collection and hopeful research project collaboration(s) in the future. 
 
M. Boyd continues to collect DOR specimens and those donated by other institutions for 
the growth of vertebrate zoology research collections along with the education/outreach 
collections. 
 
M. Boyd along with other collections staff and Executive Director, Dr. Joe Keiper, 
acquired the life collection of vertebrate specimens collected and preserved by Dr. 
Linzey of Blacksburg, VA. 
 
M. Boyd and Benjamin Williams conducted an inventory of equipment utilized by 
previous curators of the VMNH and began the assessment for use and or disposal of 
any items no longer able to be used by the museum. 
 

Education & Outreach 
 
VMNH-based Activities 

 
M. Boyd along with the rest of the VMNH staff hosted the 2026 DinoFest bringing in 
thousands of visitors of all ages.  
 
M. Boyd taught the Herpetology taxonomy night course for the current Master Naturalist 
cohort of the Southwest Piedmont Chapter. 
 
M. Boyd gave a behind the scenes tour of the VMNH collections to visiting artist and 
author Suzanne Stryke who was at the VMNH for an artist workshop. Boyd along with 
Lila Dougherty hosted Mrs. Stryke for a dinner social afterwards. 
 



 
 

 
non-VMNH based Activities 
 
M. Boyd along with several other VMNH staff coordinated the Governor’s School 
programming at University of Lynchburg where classes on museum collections work 
and taxonomy were presented to about 150 students total. 
 
M. Boyd developed a pollinator based “Leave the Leaves” table display for the 
Martinsville Bee City Flight Festival with over 50 interactions. 
 
M. Boyd led a herpetology hike at Seven Bends State Park with 14 visitors. 
 
M. Boyd presented for the Virginia Herpetology Society a table display discussing local 
herpetofauna interacting with 29 visitors of the Beats on the Bend event at Seven Bends 
State Park. 
 
M. Boyd presented for the Virginia Herpetology Society a table display discussing local 
herpetofauna interacting with 51 visitors a the annual NatureFest of Herndon, VA. 
 
M. Boyd and Master Naturalist Christine Stewart have continued the monthly 
presentations at Kings Grant retirement community about the wildlife found in the 
Martinsville/Henry County area. 

 

Media 

M. Boyd continues to be the Social Media Chair for the Virginia Herpetological Society 
(VHS) where educational material, announcements for programming and community 
outreach occur. 

M. Boyd continues to be the Social Media Coordinator for the Virginia Chapter of The 
Wildlife Society including the Facebook and Website where educational material, 
announcements for programming and community outreach occur. 
 
Professional Service 
 
M. Boyd continues to be the Vice President and Social Media Chair for the Virginia 
Herpetological Society. 
 
M. Boyd continues the role as Social Media Coordinator for the Virginia Chapter of The 
Wildlife Society 
 
M. Boyd continues to serve on the executive committee for the Friends of Fairy Stone 
State Park nonprofit organization. 
 
M. Boyd joined as a member of the Southeastern Beaver Alliance (SEBA). 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Research and Collections 
 

Jill K. Harris, Registrar 
 
Twelve (12) collections acquisitions were recorded for approximately 265 individual 
specimens, 372 vials, and 17 boxes of specimens. These specimens were added to the 
invertebrate zoology, vertebrate zoology, paleontology, and education collections. 
 
Eight (8) outgoing loans were recorded from the invertebrate zoology, paleontology, 
archaeology, and education collections. The loans were to: Virginia Tech, American 
Museum of Natural History, Towson University, Reynolds Homestead, Blue Ridge 
Public Library, and the Oregon Department of Agriculture. 
 
Ms. Harris (database administrator) reports that, within the collections management 
system Re:discovery Proficio, VMNH staff added/modified/updated 325 catalog records, 
according to database administrative dashboard. 
 

Haley Cartmell, Collections Manager 
 

Curators and staff modified/updated 239 existing records and added 279 new records to 
the VMNH collections databases (Proficio and EGEMS) during the months of July, 
August, and September 2026.  

In July, research and collections staff (H. Cartmell, L. Hightower, M. Boyd, and A. 
Pritchard) traveled to Lynchburg, VA, to provide educational programming for 
approximately 150 high-school students from across Virginia attending the Lynchburg 
Residential Governor’s School summer program. Each participating VMNH staff 
member provided educational programming for three classes of roughly 25 students 
each on a specific topic. H. Cartmell’s program, titled “Caring for Museum Collections” 
focused on the different types of museum specimens housed at VMNH and the 
methods of caring for each type of specimen. She also covered environmental controls 
and pest management in museums. 

In August, research and collections staff (H. Cartmell, J. Harris, H. Bassett, and B. 
Williams) completed the National Survey of Museum Collecting Practices, as requested 
by the Penn Cultural Heritage Center at the University of Pennsylvania Museum of 
Archaeology and Anthropology. This survey was launched to examine the practices and 
policies governing acquisitions, loans, deaccessions, recent ownership resolutions, and 
current provenance research activity within U.S. museums. 

In September, curators and educators submitted acquisition plans for the 2027 calendar 
year. H. Cartmell compiled these plans and presented them to the VMNH collections 
committee for approval. The approved plans are attached.  

Throughout the year, H. Cartmell and C. VanBuren have been working with Research 
and Collections staff to expand our volunteer force. At the beginning of July, we had 5 
active volunteers working in the labs and collections spaces on various projects. We 



 
 

gained 2 new volunteers during the quarter. Collectively, these 7 volunteers have 
contributed 272.75 hours of work for the Research and Collections division during the 
months of July, August, and September. A synopsis of their contributions for the quarter 
are as follows: 

• Alicia Lantz – contributed 87.5 hours in the Paleontology prep lab working on 
jacketed fossils, including dinosaur tail bones from Wyoming and whale fossils 
from the Carmel Church Quarry. She also contributed 45.25 hours in the 
Archaeology collection making sure specimens are properly packaged and 
labelled for storage. 

• Brian Gentry – contributed 33 hours in the Paleontology collection cataloging 
hundreds of fossils, including shark teeth and snake vertebrae. 

• Donnaah Sparkle – contributed 16.75 hours in the Vertebrate Zoology collection 
identifying skulls found in owl pellets and rehousing cataloged mammal skeletal 
material.  

• Dustin Hall – contributed 13.25 hours in the Invertebrate Zoology collection 
topping off fluids in the bulk Invert. section. 

• Julie Currier – contributed 35.5 hours in the Vertebrate Zoology collection 
identifying skulls found in owl pellets and rehousing cataloged mammal skeletal 
material. 

• Margaret Harden – contributed 38.5 hours in the Vertebrate Zoology collection 
transcribing bird nest/egg data from the handwritten catalog into Excel. 

• Tyler Truini – contributed approximately 3 hours in the Invertebrate Zoology 
collection topping off fluids in the bulk Invert. section. 

 



JULY-SEPTEMBER 2026 VMNH ACQUISITIONS FOR REVIEW BY BOARD OF TRUSTEES RESEARCH AND COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE 
 

RIM* # Collector/Donor 
Date at 
VMNH VMNH Dept. QTY Description Method 

To Be 
Accessioned (Y/N) 

RIM 25-2026 Christy Deatherage 8/12/2026 DEPP 
(EDUCATION) 

1 Chilean Rose Tarantula (Grammostola rosea), 
VMNH animal ambassador- died of old age 

Salvaged N – for educational 
outreach 

RIM 26-2026 Derek Hennen 
- VA DCR-DNH 

8/27/2026 RECENT 
INVERTEBRATES 

372 vials alcohol preserved arthropods: 24 vials of 
"bycatch" and 348 vials of myriapods 

Gift 
Y 

RIM 27-2026 Gael Chaney (via 
VMNH Annabelle 
Sechrist) 

8/27/2026 DEPP 
(EDUCATION) 

1 abandoned Bluebird nest with eggs Salvaged 
N – for educational 

outreach 

RIM 28-2026 Adam Pritchard 8/10/2026 PALEONTOLOGY 4 plaster jackets w/ baleen whale skull and 
vertebrae and a bag of small fossils in foil 
(whale, dolphin, sharks, bird?) 

Field Collection 
Y 

RIM 29-2026 Clinch Mtn 
Wildlife Mgmt Area 
VADWR (Thomas 
Hampton) 

8/26/2026 PALEONTOLOGY 1 slab of worm burrow trace fossils, Arthrophycus Transfer 

Y 

RIM 30-2026 Michael Jeremiah 9/2/2026 PALEONTOLOGY 27 Sculptures and casts (dino-birds, lizard-like 
animals, shark jaw, Sphenodont, Pterosaur, 
Archaeopteryx); as well as some fossils (palm 
trunk, insect in matrix, whale ear bones, 
ground sloth carpals and tooth, Armadillo 
scutes) 

Gift 

Y/N 

RIM 31-2026 Luke Backlund 7/24/2026 PALEONTOLOGY 2 Porterfieldia (genus) trilobite specimens; smaller 
rock w/2 trilobites, larger rock with 1 

Gift 
Y 

RIM 32-2026 Alicia Lantz 9/30/2026 DEPP 
(EDUCATION) 

7 bird nests of various sizes Gift N – for educational 
outreach 

RIM 33-2026 Donald W. Linzey 8/18/2026 HERPETOLOGY 17 
cartons 

herpetology collection specimens Gift 
Y 

RIM 34-2026 Donald W. Linzey 8/18/2026 ORNITHOLOGY 21 bird study skins Gift 
Y 

RIM 35-2026 Donald W. Linzey 8/18/2026 MAMMALOGY ~200 +/- mammal study skins, skulls, misc. vertebrate 
displays 

Gift Y/N some may go to 
Education 

RIM 36-2026 Sherri Wright 10/6/2026 DEPP 
(EDUCATION) 

1 coyote (Canis latrans) full body taxidermy mount Gift Y 

 
 

* RIM is an acronym for the Record of Incoming Material form  



VMNH Collections Committee and Executive Director have Approved Recent Acquisitions:  RIM 25-2026 through RIM 36-2026 

VMNH Board of Trustees Research & Collections Committee Review of Acquisitions:  RIM 25-2026 through RIM 36-2026 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Carole L. Nash, Chair 
 
 
 

Dr. Thomas R. Benzing 

 
 
 
 
 

(signature) Dr. Carole L. Nash, Chair 
 
 
 
(signature) Dr. Thomas R. Benzing 

 
 
 
 

 
Date 

 
 
 

Date 

 
Dr. Melany Clark  

(signature) Dr. Melany Clark 

 
 

Date 
 
 

Dr. David G. Furth        
(signature) Dr. David G. Furth Date 

 
Katherine B. McGuire 

(signature) Katherine B. McGuire Date 
 
 
 

(signature) Date 
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Virginia Museum of Natural History 

Policies for Live Animals 

  

Note: this info will not print on final version, it is for informational purposes only, to help reviewers. 

The only edits made to this document since the August 2023 BOT approved version are: 

• the leaf cutter ant colony paragraph was removed, since we no longer have the ant colony, and 
• all animal care sheets were removed.  These care sheets are not policy, so they will become a 

procedural document, rather than a policy document.  This is due to how frequently these care 
sheets change and every time they do, they would need BOT approval. 

These changes have been approved by the VMNH Collections Committee and Executive Director. 
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I. Preface 
 

The Virginia Museum of Natural History (VMNH) uses live invertebrates, fish, amphibians, 
and reptiles in exhibits, education, and public programs as part of its mission to interpret Virginia’s 
natural heritage within a global context in ways that are relevant to all citizens of the Commonwealth. 
These living collections serve an important role by helping to instill a sense of understanding and 
respect for creatures that are often misunderstood for a variety of reasons. The VMNH will not keep 
live mammals or birds without undergoing the American Zoological Association’s accreditation 
process. 

 

II. Institutional Commitment and Animal Care 
 

The VMNH is committed to providing the financial, physical, and human resources necessary 
to safely and humanely care for the animals entrusted to its care. The Manager of the Department of 
Education and Public Programs (DEPP) and the Exhibits Manager, in consultation with other relevant 
staff and outside animal-care experts, are responsible for recommending to the VMNH Executive 
Director all the resources needed to effectively care for the VMNH’s live animals that are housed at 
the museum. Research and Collections Division staff are responsible for effective care of all live 
animals housed in their research laboratories and office spaces.  
 

The VMNH staff research the best practices of care and maintenance for each type of animal, 
and then apply these practices to the fullest extent possible. Under no circumstances will the VMNH 
take on responsibilities for numbers or types of animals that are beyond its ability to care for 
humanely, nor will it engage in any activity that threatens the welfare of animals, staff, or visitors. All 
staff assigned to assist in the maintenance of VMNH animals receive detailed training in the care and 
handling procedures for each species. The live animal collection at the VMNH is under the care of a 
licensed veterinarian, as required by permits issued by state and federal regulatory agencies. Yearly 
wellness checks will be conducted, and veterinary medical staff are contacted if emergency care is 
needed.   
 

The live animal collection is funded in a variety of ways, such as through grants and individual 
donations. Funds acquired for the live animal collection may be secured through the Virginia Museum 
of Natural History Foundation, a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization that exists to support the mission 
and programs of the VMNH.  
 

III. Acquisition 
 

Acquisition of live animals is in full compliance with all applicable laws and regulations of 
local, state, federal, and international authorities. Animal ambassadors that are used in education and 
public programs are generally acquired through proposed donations that are considered on a case-by-
case basis. 

Acquisition of live animals requires VMNH staff to consider multiple criteria, including: the 
animal’s health, habitat needs, veterinary care requirements, cost of care, legal concerns, and available 
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staff resources.  These criteria are detailed in the Live Animal Acquisition (LAA)-Consideration Form 
(Appendix I). 

When an opportunity to acquire an animal arises an LAA-Consideration Form is completed by 
the Manager of DEPP, Exhibits Manager, or a Research Curator who ultimately will be responsible for 
the animal’s care. After completion of the LAA-Consideration Form, that staff member will consult 
with other staff, as needed, and make a recommendation of whether or not to acquire the animal. 

If recommended that the VMNH should acquire the animal, the VMNH Executive Director is 
asked to review and sign the LAA-Consideration form. If the Executive Director approves the 
acquisition, the staff member ultimately responsible for the animal’s care, will, if applicable, ask the 
potential donor to complete a Gift-In-Kind form (Appendix II).  Copies of all of these forms are 
provided to the VMNH Registrar. 

Upon arrival at the VMNH, all live animals are placed in an appropriate enclosure and 
quarantined for an appropriate length of time, as determined after consultation with a licensed 
veterinarian and reviewing pertinent live-animal care procedures. 

 

IV. Access and Use of Collections 
 

The VMNH living collections are not available for loan. Animals used in exhibits are housed 
on display. Animals used in public programs are either housed in the Suzanne M. Lacy Education 
Center, or they are housed in research laboratories and office spaces that are not accessible to the 
public.  

 

V. Removal and Disposal of Deceased Animals 
 

Live animals are not accessioned (or deaccessioned) by the VMNH. Deceased animals are 
removed from their enclosure and frozen as soon as possible after death. They are then considered by a 
Research Curator or the Manager of DEPP for acquisition as VMNH specimens, subject to the review 
process outlined in the VMNH Collections Policies. VMNH staff will properly dispose of remains not 
under consideration for acquisition. 

 

VI. Administration and Employee Responsibilities 
 

The live animals housed in exhibits and the Suzanne M. Lacy Education Center are under the 
day-to-day care of the DEPP. Animals housed in research laboratories and office spaces are under the 
daily care of the Research and Collections division staff. All staff follow a chain-of-care in the case of 
unplanned absences. Outside of DEPP, the Exhibits Manager, and the Biology Research Technician 
are equipped to care for the collections on display in the absence of DEPP staff. Animals housed in 
research laboratories and office spaces are cared for by curators, staff scientists, and research 
technicians. All staff responsible for animal care are trained in proper methods for care, feeding and 
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watering, habitat maintenance, and emergency procedures. Staff are also trained on species-specific 
information to share with the general public during programming. 

In the event staff determines that resources are no longer available to appropriately care for a 
live animal, the VMNH will make every attempt to rehome it with a suitable organization. 
 

VII. Permits, Inventory, and Annual Assessment of Resources 
 

The state of Virginia requires a permit, issued by the Department of Wildlife Resources, to 
exhibit wild animals. This permit requires the signature of a certified veterinarian, as well as annual 
wellness checks. Permit applications are submitted annually, with updated inventories of all live 
animals housed at the VMNH. As part of this process, the VMNH will annually assesses the financial, 
physical, and human resources necessary to care for each live animal, using the Live Animal Annual 
Assessment Form (Appendix III).   

It is the responsibility of the Manager of DEPP to maintain current state permits and update 
inventories as needed. The Manager of DEPP is responsible for providing a copy of all state permits to 
the VMNH Registrar. 
 

VIII. Transparency and Accountability  
 

The VMNH manages its collection of live animals in the public trust. The VMNH Policies for 
Live Animals, and all other documents related to live animals housed at the VMNH (e.g., Guidelines 
for Care and Maintenance, Appendix IV) are available for public review. 
 

The Virginia Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), located in § 2.2-3700 et seq. of the Code of 
Virginia, guarantees citizens of the Commonwealth and representatives of the media access to public 
records held by public bodies, public officials, and public employees. Citizens have the right to request 
and/or receive copies of public records, and to request that any charges for the requested records be 
estimated in advance. The VMNH is legally obligated to comply with all FOIA requests, if the request 
is for existing documents and the records are identified with “reasonable specificity.” 
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APPENDIX I. Live Animal Acquisition Consideration Form - Page 1 of 3 
 

 
LIVE ANIMAL ACQUISITION - CONSIDERATION FORM 
 
Date:       
 
Name of Source (Seller or Person/Institution Making Offer to Donate)      
             
 
 Email Address:            
  

Phone Number(s):             
 
Has the animal(s) been seen in person by VMNH Staff?  Yes  No 
Has the animal(s) been formally offered to the VMNH?   Yes  No 
   Or, is this a pre-offer review?   Yes  No 
 
 
 

TYPE OF ANIMAL(S): 
 
    Invertebrate 
   Arthropod (insects, arachnids, crustaceans, myriapods) 
   Mollusk (chitons, snails, bivalves, squids, octopuses) 
   Annelid (earthworms, leeches) 
   Cnidarians (hydras, jellyfishes, sea anemones, corals) 
   
  Amphibian 
  Reptile 
  Fish (circle one): freshwater  saltwater 
  
 
 

PRICE, QUANTITY, AND PHYSICAL CONDITION: (Be as accurate as possible.) 
Sales price (if applicable) and quantity of each type of animal being offered, include size of the 
animal: 

 
 
 
 
HABITAT: 
Are there any supplies being donated or sold with the animal? YES  NO 
  If yes, please describe and provide sales price, if applicable: 
 
 
 
Is there any equipment being donated or sold with the animal? YES  NO 
  If yes please describe and provide sales price, if applicable: 
Page 1 of 3 
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APPENDIX I. Live Animal Acquisition Consideration Form - Page 2 of 3 
 

 
HEALTH:   
Does the animal show signs of illness?  YES  NO SOME:   

When was the last time it was seen by a vet?        
How old is the animal?           

 

Are quarantine facilities available?  YES  NO 
 
 
 
LEGALITIES: 
Does the source (owner) have all necessary permits and any other paperwork (e.g. sales 
documentation) for each animal?  YES  NO SOME:    

If not, how was it acquired?           
When was the animal acquired?          
Are there any legal restrictions to consider (i.e., endangered, threatened)? (list all concerns): 

 
 
  

 
FUTURE NEEDS: 
 

SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT: 
1. Are there any supplies that will need to be purchased?     YES  NO 

  If yes, please describe and include estimated cost: 
 

2. Is there any equipment that will need to be purchased?     YES  NO 
  If yes please describe and include estimated cost: 
 

CARE: What food will the animal need? 
 
 
 
 VET SERVICES: Describe anticipated veterinary care needs: 
 
 
 STAFF RESOURCES: Estimate how much time for care is needed weekly? 
 
 
What is the projected annual cost of food and supply needs? 
  Supplies/Equipment: 
  Food: 
  Vet Services: 
  Total Annual Cost Projected: 
 
Page 2 of 3 
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APPENDIX I. Live Animal Acquisition Consideration Form - Page 3 of 3 
 

 
 
What is the projected annual staff time needed to provide proper care? 
 
 
 
POTENTIAL DISPLAY, EDUCATIONAL, AND PROGRAMMING USE: 
List any benefit having this animal will provide to enhance educational and programming at the 
VMNH: 
 
 
  
 
GENERAL COMMENTS ON ACQUISITION:  (Pros and Cons) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACCEPTANCE OR DENIAL by the VMNH staff member responsible for the care of animal(s) 
noted on this form (e.g., DEPP Manager, Exhibits Manager, Research Staff). 
 
RECOMMEND TO ACCEPT:  YES   NO 
 
VMNH Staff:         Date:      
  Signature 

              
  Printed Name and Title 

 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ACCEPTS:   YES   NO 
 
Executive Director:          Date:      
   Printed Name and Signature 

 
 
Potential Donor/Seller offering the animal notified of decision:  

       YES   Date Notified:      
 
If animal is accepted, please complete a Gift in Kind form and provide copies of all documentation to 
the museum registrar. 
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APPENDIX II. Gift-In-Kind Form 
 
GIFT-IN-KIND FORM 
 
 
Date(s) Item(s) Donated:                  
 
Item(s) Received From (Donor’s Name):       

                                                                                                                                                         
  

Donor’s Address:                                                                               
 
                                                                                  
Donor’s Phone #:                                                                                    
 
Donor’s Tax Identification Number:              (Only if value claimed for tax deduction purposes.)                                           
 
      

    Item(s) for (VMNH Recipient):        Department:       
    (Printed name and Title) 
 

Quantity and Type/Description of Item(s) [e.g., supplies, equipment, specimens(s)]: 

Note that “specimen(s)” includes donated live animal(s) and the progeny of said specimen(s).                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Total Value* of Donated Item(s): $                                
 
Means of Valuing (e.g., fair market value):                                                           
 
* In accordance with the Tax Reform Act of 1984, it is the responsibility of the Donor to obtain any appraisals necessary 
for donated property claimed as charitable deductions. 
 
By signing this document, the Donor indicates they have the right to transfer said item(s), such item(s) being free and clear 
of all encumbrances. The Donor transfers the item(s) noted on this document, which shall constitute an irrevocable and 
unconditional gift of same by the Donor to The Virginia Museum of Natural History, including all rights, title, and interest 
in and to the above item(s) absolutely and forever. 
 
 
Signature of Donor:           Date:      

 
 
Signature of VMNH Recipient:          Date:     

            Signature and Printed Name/Title 
 

Original form should be given to the museum registrar for the museum’s permanent files. 
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APPENDIX III. Live Animal Annual Assessment Form (Front of Form) 
 

LIVE ANIMAL ANNUAL ASSESSMENT FORM 
 
Date:       
 
TYPE OF ANIMAL(S): 
 
    Invertebrate 
   Arthropod (insects, arachnids, crustaceans, myriapods) 
   Mollusk (chitons, snails, bivalves, squids, octopuses) 
   Annelid (earthworms, leeches) 
   Cnidarians (hydras, jellyfishes, sea anemones, corals) 
  Amphibian 
  Reptile 
  Fish (circle one): freshwater  saltwater 
  
 

QUANTITY AND PHYSICAL CONDITION: (Be as accurate as possible.) 
Quantity and size of the animal(s): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HEALTH:   
Does the animal show signs of illness? YES  NO SOME:    
When was the last time it was seen by a vet?         
How old is the animal?            
How long has the animal been at VMNH:         
 

Other comments/considerations: 
 
 
 
 
 
NEEDS WITHIN THE NEXT YEAR: 
 

SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT: 
1. Are there any supplies that will need to be purchased?     YES  NO 

  If yes, please describe and include estimated cost: 
 
 
 

2. Is there any equipment that will need to be purchased?     YES  NO 
  If yes, please describe and include estimated cost: 
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APPENDIX III. Live Animal Annual Assessment Form (Back of Form) 
 

NEEDS - CONTINUED: 
 

CARE: What food will the animal need and what is the estimated cost? 
 
 

 VET SERVICES: Describe anticipated veterinary care needs: 
 
 
 STAFF RESOURCES: Estimate how much time for care is needed weekly: 
 
 
What is the projected total cost of vet care, food, and supplies over the next year? 
   
 
What is the projected total amount of staff time necessary over the next year? 
 
 
Other comments/considerations: 
 
 
POTENTIAL DISPLAY, EDUCATIONAL, AND PROGRAMMING USE: 
List any benefits this animal provides to enhance educational and/or programming at VMNH: 
 
 
 
 

GENERAL COMMENTS ON RETAINING THIS ANIMAL AT THE VMNH: (Pros and Cons) 
 

 
 
 
 
ANNUAL ASSESSMENT COMPLETED by the VMNH staff member responsible for the care 
of animal(s) noted on this form (e.g., DEPP Manager, Exhibits Manager, Research Staff). 
 
RECOMMEND TO RETAIN:   YES   NO 
 
VMNH STAFF:         Date:      
  Signature 

               
  Printed Name and Title 
 

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ACCEPTS:  YES  NO 
 
Executive Director:          Date:      
   Printed Name and Signature 

 
Please provide copies of all permits to the VMNH registrar.
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APPENDIX IV. Guidelines for Care and Maintenance 
 

Guidelines for Use of Live Amphibians and Reptiles in Field and Laboratory Research, Second 
Edition. 2004. Revised by the Herpetological Animal Care and Use Committee (HACC) of 
the American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists. 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/618bf11a71fcdf5398996eda/t/618fbed9a68bdd5cbcc95
f78/1636810457669/guidelines_herps_research_2004.pdf 

 
Guidelines for Use of Fishes in Research. 2013. UFR (Use of Fishes in Research) Committee, 

American Fisheries Society, Bethesda, Maryland. 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/618bf11a71fcdf5398996eda/t/618fbed1f40e6c713dfa7
1ee/1636810449675/asf-guidelines-use-of-fishes-in-research-2013.pdf 

 
Guidelines for Care of Invertebrates, as provided on 2 January 2023 by staff of the Cincinnati Zoo and 

Botanical Garden (see following pages). 
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Calendar Year 2027 Acquisition Plans 
 

Archaeology 
Dr. Hayden Bassett 

 
The main impediment to collections care and accessibility in 2027 is storage space. The 
Archaeological collections room is currently at capacity (98% filled). We will increasingly 
have to rely on opportunistic storage until offsite storage (Douglas Ave) is complete. In 
2026, the archaeology curator and staff continued to reorganize collections to maximize 
limited space. Because of this, acquisition of new archaeological collections is limited to 
acquisition priorities 1-3. Priority 1 continues to build on the department’s recent 
success in building research reference collections, as opposed to accepting entire 
archaeological site collections or donated material with limited research value. Outside 
researchers conducting collections-based archaeological work increasingly seek out 
digital collections. Museums/repositories are receiving greater attention for their 
comprehensive reference collections, and non-digital associated records (documents, 
measured drawings, field notes, etc.), as opposed to purely archaeological site 
assemblages.  
 
Priority 1. Collections/specimens/documents representing comprehensive reference 

material by type, form, technology, species, and/or geography. This 
includes artifact, shell, wood (dendrochronology), archaeobotanical, 
archaeofaunal (zooarchaeology), and architectural (document-based) 
reference material to be used in the identification or analysis phase of 
archaeological research. 

Priority 2. Collections from local/regional sites, generated by VMNH fieldwork. In 
2026, the VMNH Archaeology Department continued to conduct local 
archaeological fieldwork, recordation of standing historic buildings, and 
collected dendrochronological cores, generating physical collections. The 
archaeological collections will be stored in a dedicated cabinet in the 
VMNH Archaeology Lab, while the dendrochronology cores will be curated 
in dedicated, humidity-controlled space in Archaeology Room 101. Space 
in these storage areas will continue to be reserved for local archaeology 
and Virginia-based dendrochronology. Note: Collection/creation of 
measured drawings of regional historic structures represents a new 
addition to priority 2, following current interests/demands in Virginia 
historical/archaeological research. 

Priority 3. Collections with high research potential, currently housed elsewhere. A 
special emphasis will be placed on acquisition of local/regional collections. 

Priority 4. Salvage and opportunistic: Archaeological specimens recovered through 
opportunistic site visits or through donations. 
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Priority 5. Collections from non-academic or research-based sources, i.e., private 
collections. These collections tend to be large and have little to no 
research value. Few of these collections are accepted and then only if 
they have exceptional exhibit or education value or include a rare artifact 
type with some provenience information. 

 
 

Invertebrate Zoology 
Dr. Kaloyan Ivanov 

 
The following materials are expected to be acquired within the next year. Wet and dry 
storage space is adequate to accommodate any new specimens acquired. 
 
Terrestrial Invertebrates 

Priority 1. Specimens generated by ongoing research activities, with primary focus 
on material from Virginia and the southeastern USA. Specimens from 
other areas in the USA (Texas) and/or other countries (Vietnam, 
Philippines) may also be included. 

a. Hymenoptera (ants, bees, and wasps) as pinned/pointed and alcohol-
preserved specimens. 

b. Millipedes, especially in the orders Polydesmida and Chordeumatida 
as alcohol-preserved specimens. 

c. Terrestrial isopods (Isopoda: Oniscidea) as alcohol-preserved 
specimens. 

d. Spiders as alcohol-preserved specimens. 
e. Cicadas (Hemiptera: Cicadidae) as pinned specimens. 
f. Dragonflies and damselflies, true bugs, earwigs, walkingsticks, 

mantids, cockroaches, and beetles as pinned specimens. 
g. Leaf-litter and soil invertebrates as alcohol-preserved (annelids, 

pseudoscorpions, springtails, non-millipede myriapods, and non-insect 
hexapods) and pinned (true bugs and beetles) specimens. 

Priority 2. Opportunistic acquisitions of specimens obtained through site visits, 
salvage, or through donations (prepared to handle if such material 
becomes available). 

a. Various pinned and alcohol-preserved arthropods from Virginia and 
adjacent areas (A. Evans, S. Roble, C. Harden, D. Hennen, others). 

Priority 3. Specimens to support exhibits and/or education programs (as needed or 
become available). 

 
Aquatic Invertebrates 

There is currently no plan to acquire new materials. If such materials become available 
(opportunistic acquisitions), they will be handled on a case-by-case basis. 
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Forensic Work 

There is currently no plan to acquire new materials. If such materials become available 
(casework and teaching efforts), they will be handled on a case-by-case basis. 
 

 

Vertebrate Zoology  
 Drs. Collin VanBuren & Jackson Roberts 

 
The following materials are expected to be acquired within the next year. Wet and dry 
storage space is adequate to accommodate any new specimen acquisitions indicated 
below. 

Herpetology 

Priority 1. Research-targeted acquisitions of specimens and tissues, following 
current permit allocations for various ongoing projects will help to facilitate 
regional research and collaborations. Specimen acquisition will be based 
on Dr. Roberts’ priorities. Currently, we have permits for active collection 
in Virginia and South Carolina, and we are expecting permits in other 
states in the United States to collect material that is needed for large 
range wide research projects. Dr. Roberts anticipates adding between 50-
100 (predominantly) wet specimens from active collecting of live material. 

 
Priority 2. Opportunistic acquisitions of specimens and tissues, through salvage 

events and donations and orphan collections when appropriate to 
augment the herpetology collection. At present, we are expecting 
anywhere between 300 – 19,000 specimens from the Sternberg Museum 
of Natural History (Hays, KS), as well as 3 venomous snakes for 
education, due to the recent news of closure. We anticipate 50-200 
salvaged specimens and tissues by Dr. Roberts, and <50 salvaged 
specimens by the Research and Collections staff. 

 
Priority 3.  Educational and outreach acquisitions of specimens (wet, osteological, 

taxidermy), particularly those with no associated data/captive bred, to 
elevate outreach and education events as well as in-house exhibits. No 
more than 50 total specimens of this nature are anticipated, based on 
estimates of current items in the freezer backlog prior to 2023 that will be 
processed for this purpose.  

 
Mammalogy 

Priority 1. Opportunistic acquisitions of specimens and tissues, through salvage 
events and donations when appropriate to augment the mammalogy 
collection. Priorities for opportunistic acquisitions will be given to research-
grade specimens and those at-risk of being lost from other institutions 
(e.g. Sternberg Museum of Natural History). Based on FY2025-2026, we 
anticipate under 50 salvaged tissues and 50 salvaged specimens for rare 
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mammals, mammals not currently represented in the collections, and 
occasional (other) common species (including to support the dermestid 
colony) by the Research and Collections Department, and less than 20 
salvaged specimens and 20 tissues from Research Associate donations. 
Large collection acquisition opportunities will be assessed on a case-by-
case basis with priority given to research-grade specimens that 
complement current mammal collections (e.g. fill taxonomic gaps). 

 
Priority 2. Research-targeted acquisitions. Currently, there are no active mammalogy 

research projects at the VMNH that involve systematically sampling 
individuals, nor are there collections-based permits aside from salvage 
(see above) to collect mammal specimens. 

 
Priority 3. Educational and outreach acquisitions of specimens (osteological, study 

skins, touch skin, taxidermy), particularly those with no associated data or 
are captive bred, will be considered on a piece-by-piece basis under the 
following criteria: 

a. they fill an important curriculum-based gap, or they are part of the  
backlogged freezer specimens that already have been assigned a 
Record of Incoming Material (RIM) form, and 

 b. available storage space compared to the size of item is adequate. 

 
Ornithology 

Priority 1. Opportunistic acquisitions of bird specimens and tissues, through salvage 
events and donations when appropriate to augment the ornithology 
collection. One priority for opportunistic ornithology acquisitions is fluid 
preserved specimens because there is existing expansion space in this 
collection. Another priority is specimens at-risk of being lost from other 
institutions (e.g. Sternberg Museum of Natural History), with the potential 
to acquire ~6,000 specimens. Initial space assessments to absorb 
additional specimens have begun, although larger acquisitions may 
require additional resources (transportation, climate control, etc.). 

 
Priority 2. Research-targeted acquisitions. Currently, there are no active ornithology 

research projects at the VMNH that involve systematically sampling a 
population, nor are there collections-based permits aside from salvage 
(see above) to collect ornithological specimens. 

 
Priority 3. Educational and outreach acquisitions of bird specimens (osteological, 

study skins, taxidermy), particularly those with no associated data or are 
captive bred, will be considered on a piece-by-piece basis under the 
following criteria: 

a. they fill an important curriculum-based gap, or they are part of the  
backlogged freezer specimens that already have been assigned a 
Record of Incoming Material (RIM) form, and 
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 b. available storage space compared to the size of item is adequate. 
 

Ichthyology 

Priority 1. Research-quality specimens representing Virginia diversity. These will 
be obtained through salvage and collaborations with colleagues. Space 
exists for future acquisitions, but is shared with Herpetology expansion, 
and no plans have been made to add additional specimens at this time. 

Priority 2. Specimens to support exhibits and education programs. These will be 
obtained through salvage, purchase, and/or collaborations with 
colleagues.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Paleontology 

Dr. Adam C. Pritchard 
 

The following materials are expected to be acquired within the next year and can be 
accommodated in paleontology storage areas to be developed throughout 2027. Fossil 
collections by VMNH and VMNH-associated teams will primarily target fieldwork at the 
Ashland Triassic Site, the Carmel Church Quarry, and Morrison Formation localities. 
None of these should produce large vertebrate skeletons or plaster jackets to be 
integrated into collections in CY 2027, in concert with the limited availability of space at 
21 Starling Avenue and the continued development of Douglas Avenue as a storage 
facility. Jackets collected from the Jurassic sites will be stored off-site at a storage unit 
in Greybull, WY, as was the case during CYs 2023-2025. Overall, this year is focused 
primarily on collections storage development rather than large-scale acquisitions. 
However, there may be extremely rare opportunistic acquisitions due to major museum 
closures in the United States that require early use of the Douglas facilities and close-
packing of specimens at 21 Starling.  

Priority 1. Triassic fossils of Virginia. Multiple one-day to one-week excavations in 
Ashland, VA, and other sites in the circum-Richmond area. Acquisitions 
will include multiple types of rock containing plants, invertebrates (clam 
shrimp, insects), and vertebrates. Likely to total two to three double-wide 
cabinet drawers full of specimens. I also intend to try to cultivate further 
relationships in the Danville area to have more Triassic sites proximate to 
the museum itself. 

Priority 2. Atlantic Coastal Plain Vertebrates (Carmel Church Quarry). Two to three 
one-week excavations in Spring and Fall of 2027 targeted at exploration of 
small vertebrate-producing sites within the CCQ. After the final collection 



Page 6 of 7                                                                              CY 2026 VMNH Acquisition Plans 
 

of a whale skull in August 2026, new efforts at CCQ will focus on 
collection of small vertebrates in the Calvert Formation, including mostly 
isolated shark, fish fossils, reptile material, and mammal bones. Although 
small, these have greater potential to add to our understanding of diversity 
in the Atlantic Coastal Plain than additional whale skeletons. Likely to total 
two to three double-wide cabinet drawers. 

Priority 3. Opportunistic acquisitions (collaborations with professional and amateur 
Virginian paleontologists, acquisitions from major museum closures). 
Continued relationships with private collectors and professional 
paleontologists seeking permanent repositories will bring in new 
invertebrate material to our weak Palaeozoic and early Mesozoic 
collections. These include: 

a) Virginia Tech paleontologists working on Palaeozoic and early 
Mesozoic sites throughout the Commonwealth as part of fieldwork 
training. 

b) Amateur paleontologists working along the Atlantic Coastal Plain. 

Evolving situations involving the closure of two major museums: the 
Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia and the Sternberg Museum 
in Hays, Kansas MAY present opportunities for the VMNH to participate in 
international collaborations with other museums to salvage some of the 
most important threatened collections in paleontology. It is possible that 
no salvage efforts for paleontology will be required, but the situations are 
fluid. Small specimens from the early Mesozoic and historical materials 
from early Virginian paleontology would likely take up ½ to one double-
wide cabinet. Some larger (5’x5’ max) slab specimens may require 
salvage as well, which could be briefly stored in Loading Dock B or at 
Douglas Avenue if urgent need of salvage was required. 

Again, I reiterate that for both museums paleontological specimens may 
not require salvage, but if they do the VMNH is poised to be part of the 
international efforts to rescue material and acquire important research 
specimens relevant to our mission. 

 
Department of Education and Public Programs (DEPP) 

Ms. Christy Deatherage 
 
There is currently no plan to acquire new materials in the DEPP.  However, we will 
report materials that would enhance current exhibits or programs if offered to the 
Department.   
 
 

Earth Sciences 
 

There is currently no Earth Sciences curator and no plan to acquire new materials; 
however, there may be some opportunistic acquisitions.  These will be handled on a 
case-by-case basis and existing storage space should be sufficient to store them. It is 
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possible that education and/or exhibits material may be added to the collections. If this 
includes mineral specimens, these may be accessioned. 
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